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It has been a pleasure this week to see 
students across Ridgeway working hard in 
lessons, with focus and concentration. 
Year 10 had prepared thoroughly for the 
GCSE English Language Spoken word 
assessment, where they present a 3 
minute persuasive argument on their 
chosen topic. Many students were 
awarded Distinction - congratulations! 
  
The 2019 A-level English Literature class 
taught by Ms D Spanyol and Mr C Lower 
achieved the highest value-added progress 
English class in the whole consortium of 
five Welwyn / Hatfield secondary schools. 
Quite an achievement, this demonstrates 
the excellent quality of expertise in English 
teaching at Ridgeway — well done that 
team. 
  
Thank you to all families who attended our 
Parent Information evenings, I hope you 
found them useful. You can find the 
presentation on our website: 
 
https://www.ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/student-
experience/year-groups/  
 
We expect to be over-subscribed again in 
2020 with Year 7 admissions. It will be an 
exciting and busy Open Evening on 
Thursday from 6pm. Thank you to all 
students who are supporting this event, 
either as speakers, guides or subject 
helpers. Remember, in order to prepare, 
we close at 1.15pm and re-open to 
students at 10.50am on Friday 20th 
September. We are holding Open morning 
tours next week from 9am-10.30am. 
Please do encourage your friends and 
neighbours with children aged 9 and above 
to come and see Ridgeway in action. 
  
Parent/Carer Drop-in Session - 
Thursday 26 September 2019 
Ridgeway Academy achieved record 
GCSE results this summer through the 
hard work of the students supported by our 
expert staff and their own families. 
Progress scores in both English and 
Mathematics were above national average. 
We are over-subscribed in Year 7 and 
expect to be in 2020. 
 
I am holding the first Parent/Carer drop-in 
session of the year on Thursday 26 

     

 
 
 

 

Issue 36  
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Week 1 

SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

September 2019 between 4.00pm and 
6.00pm. This will be an opportunity for you 
to meet with me and members of the 
Senior Leadership Team and for us to hear 
your reflections on Ridgeway Academy. If 
you would like to attend please email 
admin@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
Share your views through Parent View 
Parents and carers can give their views of 
our school at any time of the school year 
and at the time of a school inspection using 
an online questionnaire called Parent View. 
When our school is notified of it’s next 
Ofsted inspection, parents will be invited to 
give their views about the school to 
inspectors using the Parent View online 
facility as this has replaced Ofsted’s paper 
questionnaire. Please make sure we have 
your most up-to-date contact details. 
Please register with an email address and 
a password at: https://parentview.ofsted 
.gov.uk. Once your login has been 
activated, it only takes a few minutes to 
complete answers to 12 short questions 
about aspects such as bullying, the quality 
of teaching, level of homework, etc. 
 
We have commissioned a Kirkland Rowell 
Survey in February 2020 to capture views 
of students, parents / carers and staff and 
details of this survey will be sent nearer the 
time. 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for 
your support in ensuring your son/daughter 
achieves their personal best this year. 
 
 
Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message 

Page 
FOLLOW Ridgeway Academy on social 
media. Don’t forget you can 
follow Ridgeway Academy on 
Twitter  @Ridgeway_AC to get all the 
latest news, photos and information about 
school! 

Ridgeway Academy on Social 
Media 

https://www.ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/student-experience/year-groups/
https://www.ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/student-experience/year-groups/
mailto:admin@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk
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To raise funds for our production of We Will Rock You 
in December, Mrs Hornsey and Mrs Picariello are 
arranging a quiz night on Friday 18th October for 
parents and staff. More details and tickets will be 
available soon. Chip supper, refreshments, and a 
raffle also on offer. 
 
Save the date and start arranging your teams now. 
 
Mrs D Hornsey 
Behaviour Support Officer 
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Children that cycle to school are to wear helmets and 
show excellent conduct when travelling to and from 
school for their own safety and as they represent 
Ridgeway Academy.  

Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher 

Cycling to School Safety 

Ridgeway Academy would like to congratulate 
Rhianna for winning the SADLBA (St. Albans & 
District Ladies Bowls Association) Champion of 
Champions. 
 
Early in the competition Rhianna's eventual victory 
was not assured, she was  4-0 down early on.  She 
then rallied to take a slight lead before her opponent 
eased ahead to lead 18-10. A great fightback then 
took place with Rhianna winning a number of 
consecutive ends to draw level at 18-18. Counts of 
one were exchanged on the next two ends before 
Rhianna scored a two to win 21-19. This is a great 
example of resilience and perseverance; she never 
gave up and pulled ahead to win.  
 
As a result of her victory and progress in Ladies 
Bowls, Rhianna will be one of sixteen girls trialing for 
the England U18 team later this month, an immense 
achievement made all the more impressive as she is 
only 13 years old! We are all very proud of Rhianna 
but not in the least surprised as she was the first girl 
in the school to achieve a Growth Mindset 
Ambassadorship. 

 
Mrs C Maddocks 
Assistant Headteacher  

Student Success 

To view behaviour events logged for your child, both 
positive and negative, it is essential that you set up 
your account on My Child At School.  If you haven't 
already, please look for the email sent last term with 
your account set up details. If you cannot find that 
email please request it to be sent again.   
 
MCAS also shows Attendance, Progress Reports, 
Timetable, and will in the future be used to book 
appointments on Parents Evenings and for electronic 
communication with the school.  It is therefore a very 
useful tool to have, and we would like all parents to 
access it as soon as possible. 
 
 
Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher 

My Child At School (MCAS) 

If a student has been issued a detention you will 
receive an email home approx 2-3pm in the afternoon. 
The detention will normally be on the following day. If 
there is no detention on the following day, you will be 
advised accordingly in that same email. 

If your child is not able to attend the detention please 
reply to the email that same evening stating the 
reason why. The detention will then be re-arranged to 
the following detention session and you will receive a 
new email informing you of the next day’s detention. 
We would like to avoid parents ringing in at the time of 
the detention to tell us of appointments, etc.  
 
Details of the behaviour logged will be available to 
view via the My Child At School website. To see the 
detail comment logged by the teacher, click on the 
‘More’ tab within Behaviour, then select that day’s 
date.  
 
 
Mrs D Hornsey 
Behaviour Support Officer 

After School Detentions 

Save the Date - Quiz Night  
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The Summer 2019 AAT Newsletter can be found on 
our website: 
 
https://www.ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/aat-newsletter/  

Alban Academies Trust News 

Ticket's for EVERYONE'S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE 
are now on sale.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 16th October, leaving @ 5.30pm 
Apollo Theatre, London. Price £36 
 
If you would like to come please pay on Wisepay or 
see Julie in Finance. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNxoj3aBICs  

Theatre Trips 
We are in the process of booking up a range of 
theatre trips.  Information so far: 
 
SHOW: Some Like it Hip Hop 
Sadlers Wells (Peacock Theatre), London 
Thursday 7th November 2019 
For Year 10 and 11 GCSE Dance students. 
Cost: £17 
 
SHOW: Dr Faustus (Splendid Productions) 
Quarry Theatre, Bedford 
Tuesday 26th February 2020  
For Year 10 Drama students. 
Cost: TBC  
 
SHOW: Blood Brothers 
TBC 
For Year 10 Drama students.  
 
 
 
Mrs S Standage 
Drama Subject Leader 

Drama News 

In association with Sir John Lawes School, 
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust (HCT) have 
produced a short information film intended for both 
schools and parents to encourage uptake of the 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination. From 
September 2019 Year 8 boys are also eligible to 
receive the vaccine as well as the Year 8 girls, and we 
are especially keen to promote the vaccine. 
  
We know that 5% of all cancers worldwide are linked 
to HPV. In the next 40 years the vaccine is expected 
to prevent 29,000 cancers in UK men and over 64,000 
cervical cancer cases in women. Across Hertfordshire 
current uptake is very good at 91%. This uptake has 
dramatically increased in the past few years thanks 
primarily to the technological transformation and 
ongoing efforts and of HCT’s School Age 
Immunisation Team. HCT aims to improve on this 
uptake and increase coverage to the national target of 
95% with the help of a promotional film and a Social 
Media campaign. The film can be viewed on YouTube 
via the link below:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=C6IMryf71Lk&feature=youtu.be 
  
We also intend to produce three similar films for: 
  
• Meningococcal ACWY Vaccination 
• Diphtheria, Polio, Tetanus Vaccination 
• Measles, Mumps and Rubella Vaccination 
 
Please make contact with the School Aged 
Immunisation Service if your school is keen to 
collaborate with HCT in this venture. It is a great 
opportunity for Media Students and Departments to be 
part of such an important Public Health matter. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Immunisation Administrative Team 
Hertfordshire Community NHS Trust 
Harpenden Memorial Hospital, Carlton Road, 
Harpenden, AL5 4TA.  
Tel: 01582 711 581 
Email: admin.imms@nhs.net 
Twitter: @HCTNHS 

Promotion for uptake for HPV 
Vaccination 

https://www.ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/aat-newsletter/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNxoj3aBICs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6IMryf71Lk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6IMryf71Lk&feature=youtu.be


 5 Ridgeway Academy Newsletter 16th September 2019                          

 

Page 5 Page 5 

We Will Rock You Rehearsal Schedule (Version 1) September to October 
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A reminder to Year 12 students and parents that an 
information evening will take place on Monday 30th 
September starting at 7.00pm at Monk’s Walk 
School, Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City AL8 7NL 
and will take place in the Drama Studio. The meeting 
should last about one hour. Ample car parking space 
will be provided (turn into the school drive and bear 
right to the big car park at the far end of the school).  
 
 
Mrs S Merrigan  
Head of Sixth Form  

Oxbridge Evening  

The following vacancies have been advertised on 
our website and on the Teach in Herts/TES websites: 
 
Assistant Subject Leader for Maths 
Closing date: 10:00am Friday 27 September 2019  
 
Sports Centre Leisure Assistant (casual) 
Closing date: 10:00am Friday 20 September 2019  
 
Sports Centre Duty Manager (casual) 
Closing date: 10:00am Friday 20 September 2019  
 
 
Mrs H Smith 
PA to Headteacher 

School Vacancies 

https://form.campsinternational.com/register
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Are you a parent/carer of a child/children (aged 4—14) with con-
cerns around healthy eating and wellbeing /anxiety and would 

like some advice? 
 

Please join us for a Healthy eating and wellbeing workshop 
which will be a presentation and guided discussion on support-

ing children in these areas. 
  

 
 

The workshop will be facilitated by School Family Workers and will explore the fol-
lowing areas and more! 

  
*BeeZee Families and who they are and how they can support your child and family. 

  
*Anxiety and how this can link with food and how to manage anxiety in school and at 

home. 
 

*Accessing the right support  
  

*Parenting and Self Care 
  

*Top tips for managing anxiety. 
  

Come and enjoy a fun, informative and interactive session! 
  

 
 

Workshop will take place at: 
 

Fri 20th September 
9.30-11.30am 

The Hub, 
White Lion House, 

Hatfield. 
Hertfordshire 

Free Healthy Eating and Wellbeing 
workshop for  

Parents and Carers in WGC and  
Hatfield 

9.30am, Fri 20th September 2019 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwellbeinginfo.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F11%2FCoffee-Morning.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwellbeinginfo.org%2Fevents%2Fcommunity-coffee-morning-2018-05-31%2F&docid=_nLvFA_0WIJHEM&tbnid=fuVx94yG
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Introducing the Leadership Academy 
The Leadership Academy, formed in 2015, provides 
leadership opportunities to Year 8 students all the 
way up to sixth form. Whether that is representing 
Ridgeway Academy as a Sports Ambassador or a 
Sports Leader. Over the years, we have partnered 
with a number of different companies and clubs to 
provide our students with even more leadership 
opportunities.  
 
Sports Ambassadors run a two year course in which 
they follow the ‘scheme of work’ which essentially is 
‘leadership training’. The Ambassadors start this 
process in Year 9 through to Year 10 and are then 
able to pick up the opportunity if and when they join 
Sixth Form. Year 9 Silver Sports Ambassadors work 
in primary schools leading sports sessions and sports 
days. Year 10 Gold Sports Ambassadors focus on in-
school leadership, leading clubs and assisting with 
the Year 9 Silver Ambassadors as well as Young 
Ambassador Day.  
 
The academy aims to give all students a wide range 
of extra-curricular opportunities which serves as a 
fantastic rest-bite to their day to day lessons. This 
includes an extensive extracurricular clubs offering, 
leadership opportunities and the opportunity to 
represent Ridgeway Academy in a team.  
 
I, Mr Carolan, oversee leadership in our school, 
including our School Games Mark, Young 
Ambassador Day, leader progress, team 
management and much more! 
 
Our key motto is ‘Striving 2 Give All Opportunity.’ We 
aim to provide as many students as possible with a 
leadership opportunity throughout their time with us – 
we ask any students who want to be involved to 
speak to myself or the PE Department. 
 
Contact us 
If you have any questions or queries you may have 
regarding the Leadership Academy, please do not 
hesitate to drop Regan an email on 
Regan.Carolan@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk. 
 
Meet the Year 10 Gold Ambassadors 

 
Fixtures Noticeboard 
Please see the NEW fixtures noticeboard in the 

PE Update/Leadership Update 

sports hall (by the Sports Centre front reception) 
which features all the fixtures for this terms 
Basketball, Football and Netball games. Students are 
encouraged to check the noticeboards to see all the 
opportunities given to them and be responsible for 
checking when their games are and noting it down in 
their planner. 
 
If you want any information on the different extra-
curricular sports available at Ridgeway Academy 
please speak to a member of the PE Department. 

New PE Department Autumn Term Clubs 
Please see the PE Department Clubs list for this half 
term. A reminder of rules is listed at the bottom of the 
list. 
 
Extracurricular fixtures this half term: Years 7-11 
Football, Years 7-11 Netball, 
Year 8, 10&11 Basketball, Girls 
FUTSAL, Girls Football, All 
Years Badminton. 
 
We suggest that every student 
tries at least 2 different clubs, to 
get involved with extra-
curricular opportunities given to 
them. Why not try a new club? 
 
Huge Thanks – Running 
Machine Donation 
The PE Department would like 
to say a huge thankyou to 
Charlie Starkey and his parents 
for donating a rowing machine 
to our new ‘Strength and 
Conditioning Suite’ based in B 
Block. Donations like these ensure that our students 
have access to high quality facilities. 
 
We are excited to share with you 2 new Fitness 
facilities: The ‘Strength and Conditioning Suite’ as 
mentioned above, as well as a ‘Cardio Suite’ based in 
D block. Students will be able to access these during 
health and fitness PE lessons. Please see some 
photos in upcoming newsletters. 
 
Mr R Carolan 
School Sports Co-Ordinator 
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Do you want to join a sporting team? 
Do you want to join a sporting team but unaware of when the training days are for that specific sport? Please 
see the detailed guide below to see how the different sports are included into our extra-curricular programme.  
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Summer Review and October Half Term 
As we started the new academic year on Tuesday 3rd 
September at Ridgeway Academy, we can reflect on 
what has been a record breaking summer for 
Ridgeway Academy Sports Centre. 
 
We were open for the entire 6 weeks and had 
provision of activities for children aged 5-18 on each 
day with some incredible stats: Total Children - 543, 
Total Hours of Play - 2408.  
 
The stats above are solely for our own programmes 
however we also had lots of other activities going on 
across our school site including: 
 
Multi-Active 
Choice Tutors  
PQA Welwyn Garden City 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council  
NCS - National Citizen Service project with Herts 
Disability Sports Foundation 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended over the 
summer, we now look forward to welcoming our 
regular hirers back and the countdown for October 
Half Term is well and truly on! 
 
#alwaysmovingforward 
 
DiPPs Charity Football Tournament 
We are now very close to the 4th annual DiPPs 7 a-
side football fundraiser.  

DiPPs is a charity which raises awareness of the 
necessity for readily accessible defibrillators in public 
places. 
 
This tournament took place on Sunday 15th 
September at 12pm.   
 
This has been an amazing fundraiser in the past for 
the charity that does great work in the local 
community. 
 

Sports Centre Update For more information please contact the charity 
directly. 
 
Back to Netball  
Back to Netball continues 
to run here at Ridgeway 
every Monday (excluding 
Bank Holidays) from 7-
8PM. The session is run 
by qualified Netball 
coaches and is perfect for 
those that have not 
played for a while or want 
to play for the first time! 
  
The cost of the session is just £5 for an hour full of 
Netball drills and fun games. If you would like to play, 
simply turn up on the evening and play! If you would 
like any further information please contact Lucy on: 
Lucy.Prestedge@englandnetball.co.uk  
 
Children’s Birthday Parties 
Looking for a brand new state of the art venue that 
offers affordable and value for money children’s 
birthday parties?  
  
Why not celebrate a birthday with us here at 
Ridgeway Academy this year? Our staff are qualified 
to lead fun and exciting activities in a variety of sports 
including; Football, Dodgeball and a Multi-Sport 
option! 
  
Our packages start from just £100 – if you would like 
to find out some more information or to book please 
do not hesitate to contact: 
Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk  
or call us on: 01707 351 352 
  
KICKS 
Every Friday in term time, we run an 11-18 year old 
Pay and Play session for those wanting to do Football 
on the all-weather pitch. Times may vary, so please 
keep up to date with the pay and play times as posted 
on social media. 
  
Friday Night KICKS will also be here again at #RASC 
every Friday night on the all-weather pitch from 7-
9pm. 
  
This will be completely FREE and open to boys and 
girls aged 11-17, You can come and have a game of 
football and have FUN. These sessions are led by 
Stevenage Football Club Foundation and Welwyn 
Hatfield Borough Council. For more information, 
please contact the above organisations or see the 
poster. 
 
Mr R Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 
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Autumn Term 2019 
 
Thurs 19th Sep Open Evening (early close 1.15pm) 
Friday 20th Sep School opens at 10.50am for students 
Mon 28th Oct - Fri 1st Nov  Half Term 
Fri 29th Nov Occasional Day (school closed) 
Fri 20th Dec End of Term 
 
 

Spring Term 2020 
 
Mon 6th Jan Inset Day 
Tues 7th Jan  Start of Term 
Thurs 13th - Fri 14th Feb Inset Days 
Mon 17th - Fri 21st Feb Half Term 
Fri 3rd April End of Term 
 
 

Summer Term 2020 
 
Mon 20th Apr Start of Term 
Fri 8th May Bank Holiday  
Mon 25th - 29th May Bank Holiday Monday and Half Term 
Fri 17th July End of Term 
Mon 20th - Tues 21st July Inset Days (school closed) 
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