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Issue 47  
January 2020 
Week 1 

SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Welcome back to the start of a busy term 
and I hope you had a wonderful Christmas 
break. I am delighted to announce that we 
raised £2,450 on our first Charity day, 
which after the cost of hiring inflatables will 

be donated to Isabel Hospice and to the 
students who are fund raising for 
ecological residential to Costa Rica with 
Camps International in 2021.   
  
We have hit the ground running for the new 
year at Ridgeway Academy and by the 
time you read this we will have already 
welcomed Year 11 parents and students to 
our first parents’ evening of the term: Year 
13 have started their trial exams and Year 
9 are about to embark on one of the most 
important and existing stages of their 
education so far with their GCSE Options 
evening on Wednesday 15 January. We 
strongly encourage all parents and 
students to come along as this is the 
opportunity for Year 9 students to find out 
about the options they have at GCSE.  We 
hope that they and their parents will find it 
a useful chance to ask questions about 
possible courses and to find out everything 
they need to make the right choices for 
them!  We recommend that families 
consider what lies beyond KS4 when 
making choices. Many of our students will 
progress to post-16 education and follow A
-level and equivalent subjects, so it is 
important to plan ahead when making 
these important educational decisions. 
  
We are constantly trying to improve the 
education that we offer the students of our 
school and are now at a stage in the 
academic year where we need you to tell 
us how well you think we are doing and 
how we can improve the things that are 
important to you. 
 
On 27 January we will issue a 
questionnaire which will take 10 minutes to 

Headteacher’s Message 

You can follow Ridgeway Academy on 
Twitter to get all the latest news, photos 
and information about the school! 

 
@Ridgeway_AC 
@RidgewayLeaders 
@RidgewayPEDept 

 
Students, parents/carers and colleagues can 
all follow our Drama, Design & Technology 
and PE Departments on the following 
Instagram and Facebook accounts: 
 

@ridgewayperformingarts 
@ridgewaytechnologydept 
@RidgewayPEDept 
 
www.facebook.com/
RidgewayPEDept 

Ridgeway on Social Media 

complete to tell us what you think. By 
completing the questionnaire you will be 
telling us how you think we should be 
spending our time and resources to make 
our school the best that it can be for your 
child. 
 
Each completed questionnaire is vital in 
finding out what parents think. Your 
answers will be treated in the strictest 
confidence and will make a real difference 
to how we run the school and plan for the 
future. 
  
We welcome Mrs Louise Jesson who takes 
up the position of Assistant Headteacher, 
Director of Mathematics. An experienced 
leader with a proven track record of raising 
achievement in Maths, she will build on the 
success to date and strive for excellence 
with her team. It has been 
wonderful to see as I drop 
into lessons across the 
school that our students 
have returned excited to 
learn and focused on their 
work. Equal effort must be 
placed in home study, with 
all students building endurance for working 
independently at home using the Show my 
Homework platform and the resources 
provided by their teachers. 
  
Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 
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Optimism is a mental attitude reflecting a belief or hope 
that the outcome of some specific endeavour or 
outcomes in general, will be positive, favourable and 
desirable.  

Half Termly Theme - OPTIMISM 

Thank you for the responses of interest in the 
RIDGEWAY PTA. Our first meeting will be held on 
15th January 2020. Mrs Symeou will meet in 
reception at 3.15pm. 
 
Meeting to be held in G2 at 3.20 – 4.PM 
 
All welcome. 
 
First item to be discussed will be Year 7 Disco. 
  
Emily.Symeou@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
Thank You  
 
Mrs E Symeou 
Computing and ICT Subject Leader 

Ridgeway Academy PTA 

Academy 

Ridgeway 

The next Camps meeting date is Wednesday 15th 
January 2020 in K2 at lunch time. The topic is Group 
planning time for Spring Event. 
 
Please note Mr Sutton is in K2 every Wednesday 
lunchtime and can accommodate drop-in meetings on 
an as needed basis. 
 
Mr R Sutton 
KS3 and KS5 Coordinator of Geography  

Camps International Fundraising 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helen Adams Keller was an American author, 
political activist, and lecturer. She was the first deaf-
blind person to earn a Bachelor of Arts degree.  

Quote of the Week 

Reminder for Year 10 students to fill in their private 
placement forms for work experience. Deadline is 7th 
February. 
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Director of Sixth Form 

Year 10 Work Experience 

We currently have a number of items in reception 
without any names on. These items will be 
disposed of to charity soon if not claimed. 
 
Please ensure that you clearly label your child’s 
uniform and PE kit with their name as this will help in 
reuniting lost belongings with their owners. 
 
Admin 

Unnamed Uniform and PE Kits 

The second week of DofE Training will be 
Thursday 16th January. The topic will be 
Team Building, Equipment and Rucksack 
Bag Packing. 
 
Mr R Sutton 
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator  

Duke of Edinburgh Training 

mailto:Emily.Symeou@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Can parents please NOT drop off students on site, 
unless they have an appointment or arrangement with 
the school to do so.  
 
Additionally with the dark mornings and evenings can 
parents park considerately outside the gates 
respecting the zig zag lines and our local neighbours. 
This is to ensure the safety of all around the 
roadways and give as much visibility to other drivers 
up and down Herns Lane. 
 
Peter Ephgrave 
Site Manager 

Cars on Site 

Art and Design Classes in St Albans 
Couldn't make it to one of our autumn courses? 
Never fear! UAL Future Creatives is running brand 
new classes at the Sandringham School from next 
week (16 January), and there’s still time to book. 
  
After a fun-filled first term, Future Creatives’ after 
school, weekend and holiday classes for 7-11 and 11-
17 year olds will bring you fresh new content and the 
opportunity to try out even more art and design 
techniques – suitable for both first-time and repeat 
learners. If you’ve already completed a course, you 
can take 10% off your next booking with the code 
School10 – valid until 31/1/20. 
  
Visit the following  https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/
short-courses/future-creatives/art-classes-st-
albans for all the details and to book. 

Behaviour 
An amendment has been made to the process of 
challenging C4 behaviour. This change has been 
made to further improve the already positive climate 
for learning in lessons. Students will now sit a same 
day sanction for any C4 behaviour which will lead to 
them being removed from their lesson and placed in 
the Reflective Learning Centre until 5:00 that day. 
Communication with parents/carers will be made as 
soon as the offence occurs and a follow up call will be 
made by the class teacher to give details of the 
incident before the end of the day. 
 
Uniforms 
Students have arrived back from the Christmas break 
looking very smart in their uniform. We would 
appreciate parents support in maintaining this high 
standard of presentation. Students are not to wear 
trainers, hoodies or any jewellery other than a watch 
and a stud in each ear. We would also like to remind 
students and parents that black socks are compulsory 
and part of the school uniform expectations.      
 
Attendance 
Regular school attendance is the most important 
factor in ensuring students make the progress that 
they are capable of. The school target for attendance 
is 96% which is in line with national expectations. The 
Government classes any student with attendance 
under 90% as being persistently absent from school. 
This triggers a process where warning letters are sent 
out leading to potential fixed penalty notice fines for 
parents if attendance doesn’t improve. If a child’s 
attendance is 90% it means that they miss on 
average half a day of school each week which is 1 
month of schooling each academic year. 
 
We strongly recommend that parents/carers send 
their child to school every day unless significant 
illness prevents this.  
 
Many thanks as always for your ongoing support. 
 
Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher, Behaviour 

Student Behaviour, Uniforms and 
Attendance 

https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/short-courses/future-creatives/art-classes-st-albans
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/short-courses/future-creatives/art-classes-st-albans
https://www.arts.ac.uk/study-at-ual/short-courses/future-creatives/art-classes-st-albans
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At Ridgeway we are committed to enabling our 
students to develop a Growth Mindset and thereby 
achieve more than they may have thought possible. 
They do this by demonstrating that they have the 
FORCE: Focus, Optimism, Resilience, Creativity and 
Energy. Every student has a FORCE card and, upon 
its completion, they are awarded a FORCE badge, a 
certificate and a FORCE card that allows them and a 
friend to jump the lunch queue in Attimore for a week.  
 
We are really delighted to see so many Year 7 
students embracing the Growth Mindset and joining 
their peers from 
other years in 
developing the 
FORCE skills. The 
students listed 
below are the 
latest to have 
earned this 
achievement and 
we are very proud 
of them all. May 
the FORCE be 
with you! 

Mrs C Maddocks 
Assistant Head Achievement 

Growth Mindset - FORCE 

Page 4 

Forename Reg House
Number 

of FC
Date awarded

Albie 7E Mandela 3 13/01/2020

Archie 7W Mandela 1 13/01/2020

Callum 7K Lytton 1 13/01/2020

Daisy 7E Hawking 2 13/01/2020

Daniel 7W Mandela 4 13/01/2020

Eve 7D Lytton 4 13/01/2020

Freddie 7D Hawking 7 13/01/2020

Freddie 7O Mandela 3 13/01/2020

Jonathan 7E Hawking 5 13/01/2020

Katie 7D Lytton 5 13/01/2020

Lucy 7C Hawking 7 13/01/2020

Theo 7D Lytton 5 13/01/2020

The following vacancies has been advertised on 
our website and on the Teach in Herts/TES websites: 
 
Examinations and Sixth Form Data Manager 
Closing date: 10am 21st January 2020 
 
One to One / Small Group Tutor – Science 
Closing date: 9am 23rd January 2020 
 
Mrs H Smith 
PA to Headteacher 

School Vacancies 
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Hertfordshire schools are taking part in a project that 
will run jointly between schools and Hertfordshire 
Constabulary. 
 
Operation Encompass is the notification to schools, 
prior to the start of the next school day, of incidents 
where a child or young person has experienced or 
been exposed to any domestic abuse. 
 
Operation Encompass will ensure that Mr S Booth the 
Designated Senior Person (DSP) in the school is 
informed. The DSP is trained and has the knowledge 
which enables him to liaise with the police. He will 
use the information that has been shared in 
confidence, whilst also ensuring that the school is 
able to make provision for possible difficulties 
experienced by children, and / or their families, who 
have experienced a domestic abuse incident. 
 
We are keen to offer the best support possible to all 
our students and we believe this will be extremely 
beneficial for all those involved. 
 
Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Support for Domestic Abuse Victims 
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I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
everyone back after the Christmas break. We hope all 
of our students, staff, parents and carers had a 
brilliant and well-deserved rest. 
 
NEW PE Department Spring Term Clubs 
Please see the PE Department Clubs list for this half 
term. A reminder of rules is listed at the bottom of the 
list. 
 
During the 2018/19 academic year we saw over 
13,600 attendances at the different clubs offered over 
the course of the year. For this academic year, the 
target is to reach a HUGE 14,050 different 
attendances! 
 
We have introduced new ‘pop-up clubs’ which will be 
specific sessions run for teams to prepare them for 
upcoming competitions. 
 
This term we have aimed for a range of clubs that are 
accessible to all abilities, allowing every student in the 
school the opportunity to try something new and keep 
active during lunchtimes and afterschool’s. We feel 
with increased participation and growing confidence 
within a sport, we can start to select a vast amount of 
our students to represent the school at upcoming 
School Games competitions. 
 
Not only this, once becoming comfortable with the 
formalities of a sport, students can be selected to 
referee, umpire and officiate different sports at 
primary and secondary school events in the 
community, representing Ridgeway Academy as a 
Sports Leader. 
 
Extracurricular fixtures this half term: Years 8 and 9 
Football, Years 7-9 Netball, U13 and U15 Girls, Year 
7, 8, U13 County and U16 County Basketball, Girls 
Football, Year 7 Boys FUTSAL, Year 7 Indoor 
Athletics. 
 
We suggest that every student tries at least 2 different 
clubs, to get involved with extra-curricular 
opportunities given to them. Why not try a new club? 
 
Results Spotlight 
Please see below some highlight results from recent 
extra-curricular fixtures: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PE Update/Leadership Update Social Media 
Please follow the PE Department/Leadership 
Academy on social media for news about what we are 
doing around the school and within the community 
including fixtures information, lesson information and 
other interesting links and resources! 
 
Facebook – www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept 
Instagram – www.instagram.com/RidgewayPEDept/ 
Twitter – www.twitter.com/ridgewayleaders and 
www.twitter.com/ridgewaypedept 
 
Mr R Carolan 
School Sports Co-ordinator 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very Happy New Year. We are now fully re-open after 
the festive break and look forward to another 
community focused term!  
 
We are delighted to be offering our award winning 
Pay and Play programme again this February Half 
Term which is just 6 weeks away! With activities for 
children aged 5-18, prices start from just £1! Further 
details can be found on the posters or please contact 
ross.goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
 
Ross Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 
 
Tel: 01707 351 352 
 
Email: Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk  
 

 

Sports Centre Update 

mailto:ross.goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Do you want to join a sporting team but unaware of when the training days are for that specific sport? Please 
see the detailed guide below to see how the different sports are included into our extra-curricular programme.  

Do you want to join a Sporting Team? 
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Spring Term 2020 

 
Wed 15

th
 Jan Year 9 Options Information Evening 

Mon 20
th
 Jan Martijn van der Spoel workshop for Year 11 

Wed 22
nd

 Jan Martijn van der Spoel workshop for Year 10 
Fri 31

st
 Jan  Year 10 and Year 11 Macbeth Theatre 

 Group  
Wed 5

th
 Feb Year 11 Practical food exam  

Thurs 6
th
 Feb Year 7 Disco 

Fri 7
th
 Feb Year 9 Martijn van der Spoel Workshop 

      Year 11 and Sixth Form photos 
Thurs 13

th
 - Fri 14

th
 Feb Inset Days 

Mon 17
th
 - Fri 21

st
 Feb Half Term 

Fri 6
th
 Mar Year 9 Reports available on MCAS 

Fri 13
th
 Mar Year 8 Reports available on MCAS 

           Non Uniform day (Sport Relief week) 
Wed 18

th
 Mar   Whole School Photograph 

Thurs 19
th
 Mar Year 11 Drama Practical Exam Rehearsal 

Fri 20
th
 Mar Year 7 Reports available on MCAS 

Thurs 26
th
 Mar Year 11 GCSE Drama Practical Exam  

Fri 3
rd

 April End of Term 
 

Summer Term 2020 
 
Mon 20

th
 Apr Start of Term 

Fri 8
th
 May Bank Holiday  

Mon 25
th
 - 29

th
 May Bank Holiday Monday and Half Term 

Fri 17
th
 July End of Term 

Mon 20
th
 - Tues 21

st
 July Inset Days (school closed) 
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