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Issue 49  
January 2020 
Week 1 

SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

I have just returned from the Welwyn 
Hatfield Holocaust Memorial Day event, 
delivered in partnership with Welwyn 
Hatfield Borough Council, The Welwyn 
Hatfield InterFaith and local Secondary 
Schools. The aim of the Holocaust 
Memorial Day is to remember the millions 
of people murdered during the Holocaust 
under Nazi Persecution and in the 
genocides which followed in Cambodia, 
Rwanda, Bosnia, Darfur and other 
genocides that have taken place across 
the world. 
  
At Ridgeway Academy, central to our ethos 
is how we focus on how we can make 
society a better place, free from hatred, 
prejudice and discrimination. 
  
Ridgeway Performing Arts students in Year 
10 choreographed and showcased a piece 
of dance, based upon genocide in 
Cambodia (1975-1979). Under the 
leadership of Pol Pot, the Khmer Rouge 
seized power in April 1975 and imposed an 
extremist programme to reconstruct 
Cambodia. Ethnic minority groups were 
targeted and religion was outlawed – half 
the Cham Muslim population was 
murdered, as were 8,000 Christians. 
Buddhism was eliminated. Civilian deaths 
in this period have been estimated at well 
over two million people. 
  
Congratulations and thank you to Ms 
Standage, Mrs Picariello and the Year 10 
dance students for a powerful and thought 
provoking performance.  
  
As you know, the Parent Kirkland Rowell 
questionnaire are to be issued via your 
son/daughter today. By completing the 
questionnaire you will be telling us how you 
think we should be spending our time and 
resources to make our school the best that 
it can be for your child. 
 
Each completed questionnaire is vital in 
finding out what parents think. Please 
complete this questionnaire for the child 
who brought it home. If more than one 
child brought a form home, please 
complete a questionnaire for each child. 
Your answers will be treated in the strictest 
confidence and will make a real difference 
to how we run the school and plan for the 

Headteacher’s Message future. Please answer each question on 
the questionnaire, then seal it in the 
envelope provided and return it to your 
child, who will then hand it in to their form 
tutor. With thanks in anticipation of your 
help. 
 
We would like to congratulate Year 8 on 
winning the District Football 5 a-side 
competition and the District Basketball rally 
last week. They have done the double and 
have well and truly deserved their title of 
‘District Champions!’ 

 
Rdigeway students enjoying Hot Chocolate 
Friday with the Headteacher 

 
Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 



 2 Ridgeway Academy Newsletter 27th January 2020                          

 

Page 2 Page 2 

Optimism is a mental attitude reflecting a belief or 
hope that the outcome of some specific endeavour 
or outcomes in general, will be positive, favourable 
and desirable.  

 

Half Termly Theme - OPTIMISM 

The next Camps meeting date is Wednesday  
4 March 2020 in K2 at lunchtime. The topic is Group 
preparation time for Spring Event. 
 
Please note Mr Sutton is in K2 every Wednesday 
lunchtime and can accommodate drop-in meetings on 
an as needed basis. 
 
Mr R Sutton 
KS3 and KS5 Coordinator of Geography  

Camps International Fundraising 

Markus Zusak (born 23 June 1975) is an Australian 
writer of German origin. He is best known for The 
Book Thief and The Messenger. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote of the Week 

We currently have a number of items in reception 
without any names on. These items will be 
disposed of to charity soon if not claimed. 
 
Please ensure that you clearly label your child’s 
uniform and PE kit with their name as this will help in 
reuniting lost belongings with their owners. 
 
Admin 

Unnamed Uniform and PE Kits 

The next DofE Training session will be Thursday 30th 
January. The topic will be First Aid 
and Emergency Procedures Part 2. 
 
Mr R Sutton 
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator  

Duke of Edinburgh Training 

Reminder for Year 10 students to fill in their private 
placement forms for work experience. Deadline is 7th 
February. 
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Director of Sixth Form 

Year 10 Work Experience 
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Can parents please NOT drop off students on site, 
unless they have an appointment or arrangement with 
the school to do so.  
 
Additionally with the dark mornings and evenings can 
parents park considerately outside the gates 
respecting the zig zag lines and our local neighbours. 
This is to ensure the safety of all around the 
roadways and give as much visibility to other drivers 
up and down Herns Lane. 
 
Peter Ephgrave 
Site Manager 

Cars on Site 

Behaviour 
An amendment has been made to the process of 
challenging C4 behaviour. This change has been 
made to further improve the already positive climate 
for learning in lessons. Students will now sit a same 
day sanction for any C4 behaviour which will lead to 
them being removed from their lesson and placed in 
the Reflective Learning Centre until 5:00 that day. 
Communication with parents/carers will be made as 
soon as the offence occurs and a follow up call will be 
made by the class teacher to give details of the 
incident before the end of the day. 
 
Uniforms 
Students have arrived back from the Christmas break 
looking very smart in their uniform. We would 
appreciate parents support in maintaining this high 
standard of presentation. Students are not to wear 
trainers, hoodies or any jewellery other than a watch 
and a stud in each ear. We would also like to remind 
students and parents that black socks are compulsory 
and part of the school uniform expectations.      
 
Attendance 
Regular school attendance is the most important 
factor in ensuring students make the progress that 
they are capable of. The school target for attendance 
is 96% which is in line with national expectations. The 
Government classes any student with attendance 
under 90% as being persistently absent from school. 
This triggers a process where warning letters are sent 
out leading to potential fixed penalty notice fines for 
parents if attendance doesn’t improve. If a child’s 
attendance is 90% it means that they miss on 
average half a day of school each week which is 1 
month of schooling each academic year. 
 
We strongly recommend that parents/carers send 
their child to school every day unless significant 
illness prevents this.  
 
Many thanks as always for your ongoing support. 
 
Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher, Behaviour 

Student Behaviour, Uniforms and 
Attendance 
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Within the next term we will be launching 
Pixl maths for all students to access. We 
will be encouraging all students to 
download this app and ask parents and 
carers that you check that this is done. 
 

 
In the meantime, we encourage KS4 students to 
continue to work with www.corbettmaths.com 
 
You can also use www.mathsgenie.co.uk which 
contains topics broken down by grades. Within each 
section there will be a PowerPoint explanation, a help 
video, a set of GCSE questions and the written 
solutions to these. 
 
We encourage you to ensure KS4 students continue 
to complete their papers given by their maths 
teachers each week. 
 
 
Miss L Jesson 
Assistant Headteacher – Director of Mathematics 
 

How you can help your child at home 
with Mathematics 

What Is It? 
 
The PiXL Maths App is an excellent revision tool 
for all students. It can be downloaded from any 
app store. 
 
It works much like Hegarty where you can select 
a topic and watch the supporting video BUT it 
also has a slideshow so you can flick through 
without having to watch the whole video if you 
already understand most of it. 
 
PiXL has exam style questions and challenges 
based on GCSE grades. 
 
PiXL also has a Times Table App for those that 
need more practice learning these in a fun way 
using games and competitions. 

The following vacancies has been advertised on 
our website and on the Teach in Herts/TES websites: 
 
Director of Science 
Closing date: 28th January 2020 
 
 
Mrs H Smith 
PA to Headteacher 

School Vacancies 
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We have the following Drama dates coming up: 
 
KS3 Performing Arts Musical Theatre Club 
Wednesdays 3-4pm in E1 (Drama).  
 
Year 10 Drama - all students to attend rehearsals 
every Tuesday 3-4pm. Performance to parents and 
friends on Tuesday 11th February @ 5pm. Tickets are 
£3 donation to department.  
 
Year 11 Drama - all students to attend rehearsals 
every Monday 3-4pm.  Performance to parents and 
friends on Tuesday 24th March at 5pm.  EXAM DAY 
is Tuesday 31st March.  All students are required until 
5pm. 
 
Year 10 Theatre trip to see Splendid Productions 
Dr. Faustus at Bedford Quarry Theatre on Tuesday 
25th February.  Meet in Drama at 4.45pm, expected 
return at 9.30pm.  Emails and letters have gone 
home, please return permission slips and payment 
asap.  Year 11 and 9 students who are interested 
please see Miss Standage to be put on the waiting 
list. 
 
Dance dates coming up: 
Miss Standage will be launching a Ridgeway Dance 
Company after half term. This will be 
mostly  contemporary dance style and Years 7-13 are 
welcome to attend the audition. Rehearsals will be on 

a Friday 3-4pm with exciting performance 
opportunities over the year.  See Miss Standage for 
more details on auditions and information.  BOYS are 
encouraged to attend too. 
 
Year 11 Dance - all students to attend lunchtime and 
after school rehearsals (to be arranged) in preparation 
for their Practical Dance exam.  Dates to be 
confirmed. 
 
Year 10 Dance - all students are performing at 
the Welwyn Hatfiled Holocaust and Genocide 
Memorial day event at the Hawthorne Theatre, 
Campus West on Monday 27th January.  Students 
need to rehearse at lunchtimes.  See PE/Miss 
Standage for information. 
 
Sarah Standage 
Subject Leader for Drama and Dance 
NQT Coordinator 

Drama News 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Reading Challenge  
 
Read 20 books in 2020 
Year 7 and Year 8 students have been hearing about 
the 20/20 Reading Challenge in their Library lessons 
and the challenge will launch officially to the whole 
school this week.  We hope you will encourage your 
son or daughter to take up the challenge to read 20 
books during 2020.  The challenge is aimed primarily 
at Years 7-9 but all students (and staff!) are welcome 
to take part.  For each book read the student must 
submit a book review which may be written or be a 
verbal presentation.  Full details and record cards for 
students to record their progress are available from 
Mrs Lawrence in the Library.   
 
Thank you, Mrs Lawrence 
@LibraryRidgeway 

Library News 
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MHSSA YEAR 8 DISTRICT BASKETBALL RALLY – 
RIDGEWAY CHAMPIONS 
On Tuesday 21st January, the Year 8 Basketball 
team travelled to Dame Alice Owens to compete in 
the annual Year 8 district basketball rally. 
 
The team were drawn Yavneh, Chancellors and 
Mount Grace in the group stage and comfortably saw 
off the competition to make it through to the final. 
Dame Alice Owens won their group, also making it to 
the final. Just like the rest of the competition, the team 
worked incredibly hard in both defence and attack, 
winning the ball back if they lost it. This is not to 
mention passing the ball around comfortably and 
attempting a range of shots. 
 
This means the team have now won the district rally 
for the second year running. 
 
Not only this, but the Year 8 team also won the district 
football 5 a-side. We can truly say the Year 8’s are 
district champions! 
 
Social Media 
Please follow the PE Department/Leadership 
Academy on social media for news about what we are 
doing around the school and within the community 
including fixtures information, lesson information and 
other interesting links and resources! 
 
Facebook – www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept 
Instagram – www.instagram.com/RidgewayPEDept/ 
Twitter – www.twitter.com/ridgewayleaders & 
www.twitter.com/ridgewaypedept 
 

 
 
Mr R Carolan 
School Sports Co-Ordinator 

PE Update/Leadership Update 
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Do you want to join a sporting team but unaware of when the training days are for that specific sport? Please 
see the detailed guide below to see how the different sports are included into our extra-curricular programme.  

Do you want to join a Sporting Team? 
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We are delighted to be offering our award winning 
Pay and Play programme again this February Half 
Term which is just 3 weeks away! With activities for 
children aged 5-18, prices start from just £1! Further 
details can be found on the posters or please contact 
ross.goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
Ross Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 
 
Tel: 01707 351 352 
Email: Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk  

Sports Centre Update 

mailto:ross.goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Spring Term 2020 

 
Fri 31

st
 Jan  Year 10 and Year 11 Macbeth Theatre 

 Group  
Wed 5

th
 Feb Year 11 Practical food exam  

Thurs 6
th
 Feb Year 7 Disco 

Fri 7
th
 Feb Year 9 Martijn van der Spoel Workshop 

      Year 11 and Sixth Form photos 
Thurs 13

th
 - Fri 14

th
 Feb Inset Days 

 
Mon 17

th
 - Fri 21

st
 Feb Half Term 

 
Fri 6

th
 Mar Year 9 Reports available on MCAS 

Fri 13
th
 Mar Year 8 Reports available on MCAS 

           Non Uniform day (Sport Relief week) 
Wed 18

th
 Mar   Whole School Photograph 

Thurs 19
th
 Mar Year 11 Drama Practical Exam Rehearsal 

Fri 20
th
 Mar Year 7 Reports available on MCAS 

Thurs 26
th
 Mar Year 11 GCSE Drama Practical Exam  

Fri 3
rd

 April End of Term 
 

Summer Term 2020 
 
Mon 20

th
 Apr Start of Term 

Wed 22
nd

 Apr Year 9 Martin Van der Spoel Workshop 
Fri 24

th
 Apr              Careers assembly in Osborn hall 

Tues 28
th
 Apr              Transition Meetings 

Thurs 30
th
 Apr Year 8 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Thurs 7
th
 May Year 7 Parents’ Consultation Evening 

Fri 8
th
 May Bank Holiday  

Mon 11
th
 – Fri 15

th
 May Year 10 Work Experience Week  

Mon 11
th
 May - Fri 19

th
 Jun Year 11 GCSE Exam Period Begins  

Fri 15
th
 May Year 9 Martin Van der Spoel Workshop 

Mon 25
th
 - 29

th
 May Bank Holiday Monday and Half Term 

Mon 1
st
 - Fri 5

th
 Jun Year 7, 8 and 9 Exam Week 

June  Year 7 Reports available on MCAS 
Fri 26

th
 June              Martijn van der Spoel in school 

Fri 3
rd

 July Year 7 and Year 8 Reports home 
Mon 6

th
 July                  Martijn van der Spoel in school 

Fri 10
th
 July Year 10 Reports home 

Fri 17
th
 July End of Term 

Mon 20
th
 - Tues 21

st
 July Inset Days (school closed) 
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