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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Covid update 
As a parent of school aged children I 
appreciate the difficulty of relating 
messages from school with Government 
guidance. It has been exceptionally difficult 
for all Headteachers and senior 
management teams to keep up with 
changes to Government guidance.  To 
support us in doing so and ensure we are 
adhering to the latest guidance, we are 
required to provide a very detailed report of 
the circumstances of each positive covid 
case to a central team in Hertfordshire that 
includes specialist public health advisors. 
We are required to follow their advice in 
relation to each case. Headteachers are 
not permitted to use their discretion to 
close whole year groups. I am sure you will 
appreciate the difficulty we have managing 
the concerns of parents, students and staff 
and adhering to the guidance we are 
provided with. We are required to protect 
the anonymity of staff and students who 
test positive and even within the school 
community this information is not widely 
shared. At the start of term, as evidenced 
in a local school, whole year groups were 
required to isolate if a positive case arose 
within the year. The guidance has been 
updated to focus on close contacts as 
described here: 
 

The definition of contact is:  

1. Face-to-face contact (within 1m) with 
someone including:   

• Being coughed on   

• Having a face-to-face conversation 
within 1 metre  

• Having skin-to-skin contact   

• Contact within 1 metre for one minute or 
longer without face-to-face contact  

2. A person who has been within 2 metres 
of someone for more than 15 minutes   

3. A person who has travelled in a small 
vehicle with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID  
 
Information about confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 is medically sensitive and as 
such, should be treated as confidential. 
Information that could help identify an 
individual child or staff member should not 
be shared. Our responsibility is only to 
inform those directly affected by a 

Headteacher’s Message confirmed case as they will need to take 
action to stay at home and self-isolate. 
Contract tracing is happening in school 7 
days a week. Once we have been alerted 
to a potential positive case via the form on 
our website, we begin the track and trace 
process which involves liaising with the 
child and family to identify close contacts. 
 

What will the school do?  
Once we have received the information 
from this track and trace document, we 
cross-reference the names which have 
given against our own information and 
seating plans.   

 
We will draw a conclusion on who has 
been in close contact with the positive 
case, complete a risk assessment and 
discuss this with the Local Authority and 
the local Health Protection Team.  

 
Once we have agreed our approach, staff, 
parents and students who are classed as 
close contacts will be notified by phone call 
and then letter.   

 
Key action for parents/carers: If your child 
develops symptoms or tests positive over 
the Christmas holidays, please complete 
the alert form on our website. 

 
Coronavirus testing in Schools 
The Government announced on Tuesday 
that every secondary school and college in 
England will have access to rapid 
coronavirus testing from January to help 
keep staff and students as safe as possible 
and in education. Students will be eligible 
for daily testing for seven days if they are 
identified as a close contact of someone 
who has tested positive. We await the 
detailed operational guidance and training 
materials and will then update our risk 
assessment and communicate our 
procedure to you in full. 

 

End of term 
Today we have our end of term school 
awards assembly, which will be a live 
broadcast from Osborn Hall to students in 
their form groups. Term finishes with non-
uniform/fancy-dress Charity Day to raise 
funds for Isabel Hospice. Thank you for 
your donations via wisepay and for the 
Christmas Hampers.  



 2 Ridgeway Academy Newsletter 17th December 2020                          

 

Page 2 Page 2 

Hertsmere). Residents in these areas will need to 
familiarise themselves with, and adhere to, Tier 3 
restrictions: www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-
alert  
 
Please remember that while your child is in school, 
they are in a ‘bubble’, which is carefully managed by 
the school. However outside of school hours, they 
should continue to follow the most up to date 
Government guidelines, and we encourage you to 
explain this to your child. 
 
If you choose to socialise in a bubble of up to three 
separate households during 23-27 December, which 
is the period the Government proposes to relax 
guidelines, please enjoy this time but please also 
remember to do so safely by continuing to follow good 
hand hygiene and socially distance where possible. 
Coronavirus is known to linger in enclosed spaces, so 
keeping windows open can also reduce risk.  
 
We wish you all a safe and peaceful Christmas. 
 
Hertfordshire County Council 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank and send 
best wishes to Mrs Symeou, who is leaving to begin a 
new role in January. Mr Irvine will join us as Teacher 
of Computer Science.  
 
At the end of an enjoyable but challenging term, I 
would like to pay tribute to Ridgeway Academy staff 
for their commitment and dedication and to the 
students for their mature response at this time.  
 

I wish you all a healthy and peaceful Christmas. 
 

Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message cont... 

Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share 
the following important information with you following 
a significant increase in coronavirus infections 
amongst 12-16 year olds: 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Thank you for everything you and your family are 
doing to play your part in the fight against 
coronavirus. Our schools and other education settings 
have worked extremely hard this term to help keep 
everyone safe. However, as we move into the 
Christmas holidays, it is of utmost importance that we 
continue to stay safe.   
 
We have seen a significant increase in the number of 
coronavirus infections in 12-16 year olds and would 
therefore urge you to have a conversation with your 
child to make sure they understand, and are following, 
the Government regulations to help prevent the 
spread of coronavirus.  
 
The actions you and your family can take to play your 
part are: 
 
• Wash your hands regularly, for at least 20 

seconds, with soap and warm water or use an 
antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t 
available 

• Stay at least 2 metres (or 1 metre with other 
measures, such as a face-covering) away from 
those not in your immediate household 

• Wear a face-covering where required and when it 
is difficult to socially distance 

• Self-isolate and get tested if you develop 
symptoms 

• Do not socialise indoors with anyone who isn’t in 
your immediate household and only meet in 
groups of up to 6 people outdoors 

 
Some areas of Hertfordshire will be moving into Tier 3 
restrictions as of 00:01am on Wednesday 16 
December (Broxbourne, Three Rivers, Watford and 

Message from HCC 

Growth mindset is a theory centred around the belief 
that intelligence and learning can be developed and 
improved. Pupils who possess a growth mindset are 
said to rise to challenges and learn from the mistakes 
they make, rather than feeling distressed and 
defeated if they are unable to do or understand 
something.  

Half Termly Theme - Focus 

Liane Cordes is the author of books such as The 
Reflecting Pond: Meditations for Self-Discovery. 

Quote of the Week 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/tier-3-very-high-alert
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You can follow Ridgeway Academy on Twitter to get 
all the latest news, photos and information about the 
school! 

@Ridgeway_AC 
@RidgewayLeaders 
@RidgewayPEDept 
 

Students, parents/carers and colleagues can all follow 
our Drama, Design & Technology and PE Departments 
on the following Instagram and Facebook accounts: 
 

@ridgewayperformingarts 
@ridgewaytechnologydept 
@RidgewayPEDept 
 
 
 
www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept 

Ridgeway on Social Media 

Thank you for all your support I 
raised £730 in my completed 
fundraiser. 
 
Mrs E Symeou  
Head of Computer 

Science 

Raising Money for Dementia UK 

Page 3 

Children that cycle to school are to wear helmets and 
show excellent conduct when travelling to and from 
school for their own safety and as they 
represent Ridgeway Academy.  

High visibility aids should also ideally be 
worn such as reflective wristbands, ankle 
and armbands, vests and stickers.  

Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher 

Cycling to School Safety 

To protect students on site and control unplanned visitors 
to the school site, automated security gates have been 
installed at the two entrances on Herns Lane. This is a 
reminder that parents/carers and other visitors will not be 
given access to the school site without a pre-booked 
appointment. Students arriving by car should be dropped 
safely outside school. There will be no vehicle access to 
the school site for parents.  We would ask that you do not 
attend school to bring lunches or equipment that students 
have forgotten. These items will not be accepted to 
minimise the possibility of infection.  

 

Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 

Headteacher 

Site Security 

The majority of teacher’s time is spent in the classroom 
and preparing for high quality teaching and learning. This 
means that they may not respo0nd to parental queries as 
quickly as parents may wish. Ridgeway Academy’s 
communication protocols are that the Senior Leadership 
Team will respond to all queries within 24 hours and 
Subject Leaders, Director of Learning and teachers within 
48 hours of any parental communication. Ridgeway 
Academy observes an email curfew from 7pm to 6am on 
Monday to Thursday and from 6pm on a Friday evening 
for the weekend to ensure staff well-being. 

 

Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 

Headteacher 

School Communication Protocol 

Claudia in Year 7 designed this amazing Christmas 
front cover for The Week Junior magazine during her 
PDE lesson last week. Good luck to Claudia and any 
other students who entered this competition! 

Mr M Broad 
Head of Humanities 

Year 7 Success 

004858
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You can find the page online here: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ridgeway-
academy 
  
Or search 'Ridgeway Moustaches for Movember' on 
JustGiving.com to donate any amount. 
  
There is also a link on the homepage of the school 
website. 
  
Thanks in advance for your donations, Team 
Ridgeway! 
 
Mrs D Spaynol  
KS5 Lead Teacher  

ovember 

Moustaches for Movember update... 
Thanks to all the staff and students who have 
supported the Movember campaign so far. The 
fundraising page will remain open for donations for a 
while longer. Here are some pictures of staff and 
students sporting their taches with pride… 

Please share as widely as you can so we can raise 
as much as possible. If every Ridgeway family gave 
£1, it would be incredible. We are very aware of how 
tough this year has been so far for all our families, but 
any little amount will really go a long way. 

 ovember 

Thank you for the support shown towards Behaviour 
Support and the RLC this term. We wish you all a 
happy and healthy Christmas holiday and best wishes 
for the year ahead.  
 
Mrs Hornsey, Miss Knowles and Mrs Peake 
Behaviour Suppport.  

After School Detentions 

This Christmas Holidays Hertfordshire County Council 
are providing food vouchers to families who qualify for 
Free School Meals. You will receive the equivalent of 
£15 per week per child. These will be available to 
download from an email that will be sent to the email 
address we have for you no later than next Friday 
18th December.  
 
You will receive one email per child. They do not need 
to be printed in order to be used in a supermarket. If 
you have any questions relating to this, please 
email megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk. Families 
who do not qualify for free school meals but are 
worried about their finances or having enough food 
this winter can contact HertsHelp, 
email info@hertshelp.net, call 0300 123 4044 or 
visit www.hertshelp.net 
 
Miss M Frost 
Inclusion Co-Ordinator and DSP 
Ridgeway Academy 

Free School Meals 

The Virtual Year 11 Parents’ Evening will be held on 
Thursday 7th January 2021. Details to follow. 
 
Admin 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ridgeway-academy
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ridgeway-academy
mailto:megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
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In the classroom students can achieve FORCE 
reward points and outside the classroom they can 
achieve value points.  
 
Students that have shown all FORCE traits in all their 
learning and will be receiving the deliveries from the 
Headteacher this fortnight are; 
 
Year 7 Daniel H  
Year 8  Rebecka B 
Year 9  Teagan S 
Year 10 Tony T   
Year 11 Michaela W   
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Personal Development Coordinator  

Monday   Year 7         3pm - 4pm  K2 
Tuesday  Year 8  3pm - 4pm  K2 

Wednesday  Year 9  3pm - 4pm  K2  
Thursday  Year 10  3pm - 4pm  K2 

Friday   Year 7  3pm - 3.40pm K2 
  

Mrs C Maddocks 
Assistant Headteacher 

Homework Club - New Times 

Ridgeway Rewards 

    

Stephen 
Hawking 
was the 
noted 
physicist 
who 
contributed 
deeply to 
our 
understandi
ng of the 
physical 
world and 
space, and 
worked 
despite 
suffering 
from Motor 
Neurone 
Disease.  

Elizabeth 
Garrett 
Anderson wa
s an English 
physician 
and 
suffragist. 
She was the 
first woman 
to qualify as 
a doctor in 
Britain and 
was the 
founder of 
the country’s 
first hospital 
for women.  

Constance 
Lytton was 
the 
suffragette, 
writer and 
speaker 
who 
campaigned 
for prison 
reform and 
women’s 
rights under 
an alias to 
avoid 
special 
treatment 
due to her 
family 
connections.  

Nelson 
Mandela 
was the first 
black 
president of 
South 
Africa, who 
after being 
imprisoned 
for thirty 
years, was 
freed and 
led a multi-
ethnic 
government 
to bring an 
end to 
apartheid.  

In the lead currently are Hawking with 5480 points. 

 Anderson    Hawking      Lytton     Mandela        
 

 
 
 

 
 

     7259          7217              7451               7678 

House Points 

Due to the very limited school uniform shopping in our 
stores, in both the approach to Christmas and over 
the New Year period, all our stores will be closed 
between: 
 
Monday 14th December 2020 – Friday 1st January 
2021. 
 
We will re-open on Saturday 2nd January 2021. 
 
From Monday 4th January we will close all our 
English stores on Wednesday every week. 

Stevensons Christmas Shutdown 

Please note that the School closes for the Christmas 
period on Friday 18th December at 12.10pm.  
 
Monday 4th January is an inset day so students will 
not be in school that day but will return to school on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021. 
 
Miss J Smith 
Deputy Headteacher 

Christmas Holiday Dates 
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Personal Development: Well Being Autumn Term 2 

 

At Ridgeway Academy, students receive 2 hours of 

Personal Development over a fortnight. 1 hour of this 

is Well Being, which is led by the PE Department. The 

primary objectives behind this is to develop students 

in six key areas: Physical ME, Creative ME, Social 

ME, Healthy ME, Future ME and Thinking ME. These 

‘MEs’ have been selected as we believe these 

contribute to a student’s Well Being. 

 

Year 7, 8 and 9 have been focusing on ‘Creative ME’. 

Year 7 started by looking at problem solving, social 

media and mindfulness activities. The student’s 

second half term focused on encouraging them to 

communicate with each other in order to problem 

solve. Year 8 have also looked at mindfulness as well 

as investigating the expectations of social media! 

Year 9 have been looking at what positivity and the 

meaning of being confident. This then linked to a 

lesson in which students set SMART goals, which 

were specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and 

time-bound. 

 

Year 10 have also been looking at ‘Creative ME’ 

developing creativity through creating their own 

objects. Students were reflective in their final session, 

examining what they had learnt In Well Being so far. 

PE Department/Leadership Academy 
Update 

Page 6 

Library Lessons: 
I am delighted to announce that Library lessons have 
started again for Year 7 and Year 8 students.  All 
classes in these year groups should have had a 
fortnightly lesson before we break up for the 
Christmas holidays.  If you didn’t have a chance to 
pick up a new Library book, then see below to 
reserve one using our Click & Collect Service. 

 
Click & Collect Service:  
On the school website 
click Portals then 
Accessit Library to view 
the Library page. You can 
search the Library 

catalogue from here as a Guest, but to reserve or 
renew books and to write a book review, you will 
need to log in using your usual school username and 
password. Click on Guest then enter your login 
details or click on the blue SSO button and enter your 
school email address and password.  If you have any 
problems, just email me at 
library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk.  There is a tutorial 
you can view which shows you how to search the 
catalogue.  Just scroll down the Library page and 
click on How to search the Web App to view the 
tutorial.  Reminder: Please return all library books to 
the black bin outside the Library, or to your English 
teacher.  Thank you. 

 
I was very happy to 
organise the Movember 
Library Competition in 
support of men’s health 
and wellbeing.  Students 

and tutors had fun finding out the words in the book 
titles which were hidden by large moustaches!  All 
entrants received 2 house points and the winners in 
Year 7 Lilly Ann W and Year 8 Harrison C each will 
each receive a Christmas selection box and 5 extra 
house points.  The form with the most entries was 7D 
so congratulations to Mr Carolan and his form who 
get to share a box of Heroes.  Well Done! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to to Oliver in 8O who will receive a 
Christmas selection box and an extra 5 house points. 
Congratulations also to Miss Knowles and her 8D 
form who submitted the most correct entries to win 
the Library Christmas Quiz Trophy and a box of 
Heroes to share.  All entrants will be given 2 house 
points.   

Library Update Well done everyone! 
 
Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2021.   
 
Mrs Lawrence 
Librarian 
library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
@LibraryRidgeway 

mailto:library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Finally, Year 11 have been looking at ‘Creative ME’ 

completing a ‘Bloom’ session looking at resilience. 

The Well Being faculty have been delivering sessions 

in partnership with the charity ‘Mind’ who have 

released a series of sessions as part of their ‘Bloom’ 

programme. Year 11 students have also been looking 

at problem solving; these sessions are led to prepare 

the students for their mock examinations. 

 

Overall, students have been working incredibly hard 

within their Well Being lessons. It has been fantastic 

to see thought-provoking discussions, as well as 

students pushing themselves outside of their usual 

comfort zone. Not only this, they have been busy 

completing their second assessment within Well 

Being, namely a 10-question quiz and a Personal 

Development exit ticket. 

 

Social Media 

Please follow the PE Department/Leadership 

Academy on social media for news about what we are 

doing around the school and within the community 

including fixtures information, lesson information and 

other interesting links and resources! 

 

Facebook – www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept 

Instagram – www.instagram.com/RidgewayPEDept/ 

Twitter – www.twitter.com/ridgewayleaders and 

www.twitter.com/ridgewaypedept 

 

Mr R Carolan 

School Games Organiser 

Physical Education Department 

NHS Blood Donations 
We are very pleased to be hosting our very first NHS 
Blood donation session on New Year’s Eve in Osborn 
Hall. All blood donation sessions are covid secure. 
You can book your space here: https://
www.blood.co.uk/using-your-online-account/ Photos 
to follow in the next edition of Ridgeway news!  
Fit and Fed 
We welcome Herts Sports Partnership and 

Stevenage FC Foundation on 22nd December for 
their Fit and Fed programme. Children from the local 
area will be participating in sporting activities and 
other key skills. This is by invite only and we will be 
sharing some photos in the New Year.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

England Netball 
We are very lucky to be hosting England Netball on 
Sunday 20th and Tuesday 22nd December who will 
be joined by former Saracens Mavericks and England 
international player George Fisher. Unfortunately 
again this event is by invite only but we will of course 
share some photos with you so keep an eye out! 

 
A-Z Basketball 
After a very successful October Half Term camp, A-Z 
basketball and coach Albert return to Ridgeway 
Academy Sports Centre on Monday 21st December. 
Boys and Girls aged 12-16 are welcome with limited 
spaces so book now!  
 

Just 4 Keepers 
We are delighted to be hosting our partner 
Just4Keepers for a one off Christmas session that is 
completely free for all 6-18 year olds. Full details can 
be found on the poster, to book please email coach 
Conor.  
 
Multi-Active 
Once again we will be hosting the popular Multi-
Active during the Christmas Holidays for 3 days of 
fun. Multi-Active are OFSTED registered and can 
accept childcare vouchers. To book – visit their 
website: www.multi-active.co.uk 
 
Pay & Play 
Unfortunately due to tier 2 guidelines, we are not 
permitted to run our usual 11-18 Pay and Play. 
Please keep an eye on our social media channels as 
we hope to be able to run in February half term. 
Thanks for your co-operation.  

Sports Centre Update 

https://www.blood.co.uk/using-your-online-account/
https://www.blood.co.uk/using-your-online-account/
http://www.multi-active.co.uk
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Christmas Opening Hours 
Please see our opening hours below over the 
Christmas and New Year period.  

 
Merry Christmas 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of 
the Ridgeway Academy community a very Happy 
Christmas and New Year. Thank you for all your 
patience and co-operation during a tough year, we 
look forward to welcoming you back in 2021!  

 
For more information on any of the above please feel 
free to contact Sports Centre Manager Ross 
Goodship on 01707 351 352 or 
ross.goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
Ross Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 

Page 8 

Sports Centre Update cont... 

Click here to view the December edition of Safer 
Schools Newsletter produced by Hertfordshire 
Constabulary. 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Lives-Not-Knives-Schools-newsletter-December-2020-002.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Lives-Not-Knives-Schools-newsletter-December-2020-002.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Lives-Not-Knives-Schools-newsletter-December-2020-002.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Lives-Not-Knives-Schools-newsletter-December-2020-002.pdf
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Below is the timetable for our January exams - Year 13 Mocks and Year 10, 12 and 13 external vocational 

exams.  

 

If your child has an exam they will receive an individual timetable before the end of term. Please email 

alex.smith@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 

Alex Smith 

Exams Officer and 6th Form Data Manager 

January Exams 

mailto:alex.smith@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Autumn Term 2020 
 
Thurs 17

th 
Dec Virtual Awards Ceremony 2020 Leavers 

 Live Presentation 6pm 
 
Fri 18

th
 Dec End of Term 

 
 
 
 Spring Term 2021 
 
Mon 4

th
 Jan Inset Day 

 
Tues 5

th 
Jan Start of Term 

 Year 13 Mock Exam Week 
 
Thurs 7

th
 Jan Virtual Year 11 Parents Consultation Evening 

 
Thurs 11

th
 and Fri 12

th 
Feb Inset Days 

 
Thurs 14

th
 Jan Year 9 Virtual Options Evening 

 
 Year 8 HPV Catch Up  
 
Mon 18

th
 - Fri 22

nd
 Jan Year 9 Options Interviews Week with Students 

 
Thurs 28

th
 Jan Virtual Year 7 Parents Consultation Evening 

 
Mon 1

st
 Feb Year 9 Options Choices Deadline 

 
Fri 12

th
 Feb Year 13 Parents Evening 

 
Mon 15

th
 - Fri 19

th
 Feb Half Term 

 
Thurs 25

th
 Feb Virtual Year 8 Parents Consultation Evening 

 
Tue 2

nd
 Mar Year 9 DTP/Men ACWY Vaccination 

 
Mon 8

th
 Mar Year 10 Reports home 

 
Thurs 18

th
 Mar Year 10 Parents Consultation Evening 

 
Fri 26

th
 Mar End of Term  


