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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

It has been a very positive fortnight for 
Ridgeway students. We have been 
conducting regular lesson visits to look at 
their behaviour and routines and have seen 
positive student engagement in the vast 
majority of lessons. This term we are 
having a short notice safeguarding visit 
from Herts for Learning which was 
commissioned through the Alban 
Academies Trust as part of our ongoing 
work to continually improve our provision. I 
will share the highlights of the report with 
you when I receive it. 
 
Sexual harassment and inappropriate 
behaviour in schools is currently a topic of 
focus nationally. As a school through our 
Personal Development and pastoral 
programme, we place a huge focus on 
ensuring students are aware of the traits of 
healthy and unhealthy relationships so they 
can make informed decisions about 
relationships they may find themselves in. 
In addition to this we take time to educate 
all students on what appropriate and 
inappropriate behaviours are and what they 
can do to protect themselves or others if 
they are exposed to any kind of 
harassment. We constantly review the 
content and delivery of these topics and 
will continue to do so over the summer 
term and beyond. The school are 
committed to safeguarding all young 
people in the community and will take a 
zero-tolerance approach towards any 
behaviours which are of concern.   
 
Year 11 and 13 students have continued to 
work exceptionally hard, completing a 
number of assessments to support their 
final grade judgement. On Tuesday 4th 
May, staff spent the day marking and 
moderating much of this work. Colleagues 
from across the AAT secondary schools 
worked together to cross moderate teacher 
marking to ensure the most accurate 
possible outcomes for each piece of work. 
The moderation process was also quality 
assured over the course of the day to 
ensure the process is fair and unbiased. 
This important work will continue right up 
until the final deadline for grade entry on 
18th June and students will continue to 
complete work eligible for their final 
evidence until the end of this half term. 

Headteacher’s Message On Tuesday 4th May the Sixth form 
students came into school during the Inset 
day to provide cake and time for a cuppa 
for all staff. All monies raised are going 
towards Dementia UK. Total monies raised 
was £105. 
 
On hearing the news of Mr Koupis pending 
retirement following over 30 years of 
service to the school, I asked him to write a 
reflection piece to students and their 
families. He has influenced many lives and 
we will be holding a celebration event in his 
honour in July. 

 
I hope you enjoy reading this edition of 
Ridgeway News.  
 

Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I would like to inform 
you that at the end of 
the current academic 
year I will be retiring 
from Ridgeway 
Academy. 
 
It has been 31 years since I started at Sir 
Frederic Osborn School, now Ridgeway 
Academy.  During this time, I have worked 
as a Teacher of Science, specialising in 
Physics, teaching across all the Key 
Stages and Director of Learning, currently 
in Year 8. 
 
I have been warmly embraced by the 
whole school community and this 
encouraged me to continue improving my 
work with our young people. 
 
At Ridgeway Academy I fulfilled my 
passion for teaching as I worked with 
excellent colleagues who shared the same 
passion for teaching and learning. 
 
I have worked hard to establish a good 
partnership with Parents/Carers as I have 
always valued your support when we 
addressed issues affecting the education of 
the young people. 
 

Retirement 
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Aesop (c.620-564BCE) was a Greek fabulist and 

storyteller credited with a number of fables now 
collectively known as Aesop's Fables. Although his 
existence remains unclear and no writings by him 
survive, numerous tales credited to him were gathered 
across the centuries and in many languages in a 
storytelling tradition that continues to this day. Many of 
the tales are characterised by animals and inanimate 
objects that speak, solve problems, and generally have 
human characteristics.  

Quote of the Week 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dance Club 3pm-4pm 
Year 7 and 8  
Thursday - Sports Hall Dance Studio 

Year 9 and 10   
Monday - E2 

 
Drama 3pm-4pm 

KS3  
Wednesday - Musical Theatre Club - E1 

Year 10 
Thursday - GCSE Drama Rehearsals  
- E1/E2 

Year 12  
Monday - Drama rehearsals - E1 
 
Homework Club 
New homework club days and times are 
as follows: 

 
Year 7 Monday  3pm-4pm K2 

Year 7 Friday  3pm-3.40pm K2 

Year 8 Tuesday & Thursday 3pm-4pm K2 
Year 9 Wednesday  3pm-4pm K2 

Dance and Drama Club  

In the classroom students can achieve FORCE 
reward points and outside the classroom they can 
achieve value points.  
 
Students that have shown all FORCE traits in all their 
learning and will be receiving the deliveries from the 
Headteacher this fortnight are; 
  
Year 7 Faye Bailey - just lovely, effort, enthusiam  
Year 8 Callum Cubis  
Year 10 Rhianna Russell - works very hard in all
  lessons. Always smiling and pleasant.   
Year 11 Ryden Vespa - works really hard in maths 
Year 12 Daisy Fryer-Kelsey  
Year 12 Tilly Morris  
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Personal Development Coordinator  

Ridgeway Rewards 

30th May 2021 - 10am to 4pm 
 
Year 10 and 11 Training Day.  
On school site and surrounding area. 
 
Mr R Sutton 
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator  

Duke of Edinburgh Training 

My greatest reward is when I learn that students I 
taught have been successful in either their GCSE/A-
Level exams or fulfilling their dreams after leaving 
school having completed their courses. 
 
Finally, I would like to reassure you that at Ridgeway 
Academy the Governors, the Headteacher and all the 
staff work tirelessly to provide the best educational 
experience for your sons/daughters. 
 
Thanking you for all your warm feelings and support 
over three decades. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mr K Koupis 
Director of Learning Year 8 / Teacher of Science 

Retirement continued... 

http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/registeronline
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You can follow Ridgeway Academy on Social 
Media to get all the latest news, photos and 
information about the school! 

 

@Ridgeway_AC 

@RASportsCentre 

@RwaHouse 

@RidgewayLeaders 

@RidgewayMaths 

@LibraryRidgeway 

@RidgewayEng 

@RWAGeography 

@LibraryRidgeway  

@RidgewayPEDept 

 

@RidgewayPEDept 

@RidgewayPerformingArts 

@RidgewayTechnologyDept 

@RASportsCentre 

@RidgewayArtDept  

@RidgewayLibraryTeam 

 
 www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept 

 www.facebook.com/RASportsCentre 

Ridgeway Academy on Social Media 

    

In the lead currently are Hawking with 21716 points. 

 Anderson       Hawking  Lytton  Mandela        

 

 
 
 

 
 
   16285         21716             20250            18440  

Stephen 
Hawking 
was the 
noted 
physicist 
who 
contributed 
deeply to 
our 
understandi
ng of the 
physical 
world and 
space, and 
worked 
despite 
suffering 
from Motor 
Neurone 
Disease.  

Elizabeth 
Garrett 
Anderson  
was an 
English 
physician 
and 
suffragist. 
She was the 
first woman 
to qualify as 
a doctor in 
Britain and 
was the 
founder of 
the country’s 
first hospital 
for women.  

Constance 
Lytton was 
the 
suffragette, 
writer and 
speaker 
who 
campaigned 
for prison 
reform and 
women’s 
rights under 
an alias to 
avoid 
special 
treatment 
due to her 
family 
connections.  

Nelson 
Mandela 
was the first 
black 
president of 
South 
Africa, who 
after being 
imprisoned 
for thirty 
years, was 
freed and 
led a multi-
ethnic 
government 
to bring an 
end to 
apartheid.  

House Points 
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Earth Day is an international event 
held every year with a focus on 
environmental issues and many 
people get involved and pledge 
support for protecting our planet. This 

involves campaigns, events to raise awareness about 
environmental issues and taking action to help to 
protect wildlife and the Earth’s habitats.  

 

The theme for this year’s Earth Day was ‘Restore our 
Earth’ and students at Ridgeway Academy got 
involved to help out. The school have an Eco-
committee and are working towards the Eco-schools 
award and so students involved in this decided to take 
action on the day. They planted fruit trees and 
bushes, lavender, clematis, passion flowers and 
added these to the gardens around the school site. 
This will help to attract bees, butterflies and birds and 
provide them with vital food and a safe habitat. They 
are also planning to improve a pond area in the 
school grounds to attract more wildlife.  

 

The students worked brilliantly together and have 
created an amazing habitat for wildlife. Many of our 
students care about the environment and want to help 
to protect our planet. Thank you so much for getting 
involved! 

Mr M Broad 

Geography & Head of Humanities 

Students Join Earth Day Events!  

http://www.facebook.com/RidgewayPEDept
http://www.facebook.com/RASportsCentre
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The school is currently recruiting for the following 
roles: 
 
Early Career Teacher of Girls’ PE 
Closing date:  Monday 10th May 2021 9am  
Interview date:  Wednesday 19th May 2021  
Start date:   July 2021  
 
Director of Learning (Head of Year) / Teacher 
preferably with a specialism in Maths or Science  
Closing date:  Monday 17th May 2021 9am  
Interview date:  Friday 21st May 2021  
Start date:   September 2021  
 
For further information, please visit our website: 
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 
 
Mrs K Biss  
Human Resources Officer 

School Vacancies 

Exam packs are now available for purchase on 
Wisepay, see below for details of contents and prices: 
 
Basic -  £1.50 
  
Clear pencil case 
3 black pens 
1 green pen 
2 pencils 
15cm ruler 
pencil sharpener 
eraser 
  
 
 
Extra -  £2.55  
  
Clear pencil case 
3 black pens 
1 green pen 
2 pencils 
15cm ruler 
pencil sharpener 
eraser 
protractor 
compass 
highlighter pen 
glue stick 
30cm ruler  

Exam Packs 

Attendance to school each day is mandatory. The 
government are insisting that schools follow robust 
attendance procedures including sanctioning non-
attendance through Fixed Penalty Notices issued by 
Hertfordshire County Council. It is vital that students 
are here every day to ensure they are able to achieve 
their full potential. Any student with attendance below 
90% will have to provide medical evidence for any 
further absence otherwise the absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised. 
  
Uniform 
Thank you to parents and carers for ensuring that 
your children arrive at school dressed in full school 
uniform each day, they look incredibly smart. School 
uniform is mandatory each day, students arriving at 
school without the correct uniform will be sent home 
to change. If you are experiencing financial hardship, 
please do contact Mr Booth at the address below to 
see if the school can support.  
 
Mr S Booth 
Assistant Headteacher 
Steve.Booth@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk  

Attendance 

Well done to Alex Amaricai, 
Matthew Osborn, Charlie 
Chamberlain and Shakira 
Griffith in Year 10, who took 
part in an area maths feast, 
competing against schools 
from across Hertfordshire and other nearby counties. 
They demonstrated fantastic team working skills and 
resilience, to solve a range of challenging problems.  
 
Catriona Meechan  
Maths Assistant Subject Leader 

Year 10 Maths Feast 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
mailto:ychsfyp.welwynhatfield@hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:Steve.Booth@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Ridgeway Reads 
We are now working on issue 2 of the new Library 
newsletter Ridgeway Reads.  If you would like to write 
a book review or an article for the newsletter, please 
email library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk                   
The first issue of Ridgeway Reads can be found on 
the school intranet, just select Library then click on 
Ridgeway Reads.  
 
Read the i newspaper online every day for free 
(until end of August 2021) 
I have arranged for Ridgeway Academy to participate 
in the i digital edition for schools initiative.  This 
means that Ridgeway Academy staff and students will 
have free access to the digital version of the i 
newspaper from now until the end of August 2021.  
The i covers home and world events, environment, 
science, films, TV and sport. It provides non-partisan 
reporting and a lively spectrum of opinion which will 
prompt discussion in both the classroom and at home.  
Please note that the i is not published on Sundays.   
 
The login details are as follows: 
Username: library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk     
Subscription number: 1205085575 
 
To view i on PC or laptop:  
1. Click here 
2. When prompted log in with the above details. 
 
To view i on mobile or tablet: 
1. Download inews digital edition from the 

Apple store or the Google store 
2. When prompted log in using above details 
 
I hope you enjoy your free access to this newspaper.  
I welcome any comments you might have about this 
initiative.  Please email me with your feedback. 
 
To Borrow books from the Library, use the Click & 
Collect service 
On the school intranet, select Library then Accessit 
Library to access the Library webpage. You can 
search the Library catalogue from here as a Guest, 
but to reserve or renew books and to write a book 
review, you will need to log in using your usual school 
username and password. Click on Guest then enter 
your login details or click on the blue SSO button and 
enter your full school email address.  If you have any 
problems, just email me. 
 
There is a tutorial you can view which shows you how 
to search the catalogue.  Just scroll down the Library 
page and click on How to search the Web App to view 
the tutorial.  Reminder: Please have a good look at 
home for any overdue Library books and return them 
by putting them in the black bin at the Library door.  
 
Mrs D Lawrence   
email: library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 

 @LibraryRidgeway     

 ridgewaylibraryteam       

Library News 

We are delighted to now be open for all outdoor 
bookings for adults and all children’s activities 
including indoor usage. Organised adult sport can 
return indoors from 17th May 2021 and we hope to 
have lifted restrictions fully as per the government 
road map on 21st June 2021.  
 
Multi-Active 
Multi-Active have now released their 
summer programme and we are 
delighted to be hosting them for all 6 
weeks of the summer holidays (and 
May Half Term). To book, please 
head over to their website: https://
www.multi-active.co.uk/ 
 
Herts Balance & Ride 
Herts Balance & Ride offer cycling lessons for young 
children, they are back with us on the 3/4th June in 
Half Term. Keep an eye on our social media for 
details on how to book.  
 
Pay & Play 
We are delighted to announce the return of 11-18 Pay 
and Play for use of the All-Weather pitch only.  
 
KICKS 
The popular KICKS 
programme is BACK! 
Run by Stevenage FC 
Foundation, students 
can come and play 
football completely FREE of charge on our Astro pitch 
with qualified coaches leading the activities. Sessions 
run every Friday night from 7-8:30, simply turn up to 
PLAY!  
 
Social Media 
Search for Ridgeway Academy Sports Centre on 
Facebook or @RASportsCentre on Twitter and 
Instagram for regular updates.  
 
Ross Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager   
 
Tel: 01707 351 352 
Email: Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 

Sports Centre Update 

mailto:library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://app.inews.co.uk/
mailto:library@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://www.multi-active.co.uk/
https://www.multi-active.co.uk/
mailto:Ross.Goodship@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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https://welwyngardenbasketballproject.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://hatfieldbasketballproject.eventbrite.co.uk/
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https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/camhsdspl5
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 Summer Term 2021 
 
 
Mon 17

th
 May  Year 9 Martin Van der Spoel - Glia learning  

 
Sun 30

th
 May  Year 10 & 11 DofE Training Day. On school site and 

 surrounding area. 10am-4pm. 
 
Mon 31

st
 May - Fri 4

th
 June Half Term 

 
Mon 28

th
 June Year 7 induction evening 

 
Sat 3

rd
 and Sun 4

th
 July Year 10 and 11 DofE Qualifying Expedition 

 
Wed 7

th
 July Extended Learning Day 

 
  Year 10 Martin Van der Spoel - Glia learning  
 
Thurs 8

th
 July Secondary Transfer Taster Day 

 
Fri 9

th
 July Year 7 Martin Van der Spoel - Glia learning  

 
Wed 21

st
 July End of Term 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Autumn Term 2021 
 
 
Wed 1

st
 Sep  Inset Day (school closed) 

 
 Extended Learning Day 
 
Thurs 2

nd
 Sep Back to School 

 
Thurs 16

th
 Sep Open Evening 

 
Mon 25

th
 - Fri 29

th
 Oct Half Term 

 
Thurs 25

th
 Nov Academic Review Day 

 
Fri 26

th
 Nov Occasional Day 

 
Tue 21

st
 Dec End of Term 


