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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Today brings the end of a very busy half 
term, packed full of learning and 
enrichment opportunities which you will 
read about in this edition. I hope you 
found the presentations for Parents 
Information evenings useful, helping to 
support the important relationship 
between school, parent/carer and young 
person. Today, over 300 praise 
postcards have been sent out to reward 
students recognised by their Tutors for 
embodying our school value respect.  
 
Earlier this term we hosted the national 
launch of the Utilita Energy Football 
Rebooted Campaign, which goes live on 
Monday. Created with the mission of 
rehoming one million pairs of good 
quality football boots and saving them 
from landfill, Utilita Energy’s Football 
Rebooted campaign saw former England 
and Premier League goalkeeper David 
James MBE return to Ridgeway 
Academy (Sir Frederic Osborn was his 
former secondary school) to officially 
launch the school collection 
programme. Every pair of football boots 
reused is equivalent to avoiding the 
carbon footprint of around five school 
runs completed in a standard, non-
electric car! The pandemic has made life 
much harder for so many families, so it’s 
great to know that hundreds of our pupils’ 
boots will go on to be worn again. We’re 
extremely proud to have such high-
achieving alumni such as David James 
MBE, who, with his green lifestyle 
credentials is so well-placed to launch 
football’s biggest ever environmental 
movement throughout the nation’s 
schools. We envisage this campaign 
seeing excellent engagement for many 
years to come. 
 
Today, Friday 22 October, staff are 
'wearing it pink' to raise money for life-
saving breast cancer research and life-
changing care to happen through charity 
Breast Cancer Now. Year 7 students 
baked cakes which were sold to raise 
money.  
 
Good news on the traffic calming 
measures we have been petitioning for. 

Headteacher’s Message Local County Councillor, Dr Sunny Thusu 
has confirmed his commitment 
to advisory 20mph signage at school pick 
up / drop off area. He is applying for 
funds to commission a speed and 
volume survey of Herns Lane, which we 
hope will lead to the instalment of traffic 
calming measures. Thank you again for 
the respectful way you drop off and 
collect children. I enjoy seeing you all 
and waving when I'm on duty! 

 
Finally, I would like to thank the staff of 
Ridgeway Academy for their diligence 
and commitment over this challenging 
half term. I wish them and you and your 
families a wonderful half term break.  
 
 
Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

To protect students on site and control 
unplanned visitors to the school site, 
automated security gates are installed at 
the two entrances on Herns Lane. This is a 
reminder that parents/carers and other 
visitors will not be given access to the 
school site without a pre-booked 
appointment. There will be no vehicle 
access to the school site for parents. 
 
Students arriving to school by car should 
be dropped safely outside school. When 
dropping off and collecting, please park 
mindfully of our local neighbours and avoid 
parking in the hazard yellow lines. If 
anyone is found parking on these lines, 
their registration plate will be reported to 
the Police.   
 
When walking, students have been 
instructed to cross Herns Lane using the 
traffic lights which are supervised.  
 
Y9 parents who collect from the Sports 
Centre exit are able to drive into the Sports 
Centre and turn around in the car park so 
that there is no turning round in Appletree 
Way. 
 
Mrs Sarah Mitcherson  
Headteacher 

Site Security 
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Common Symptoms 
The main symptoms of COVID-19 are a:  
• high temperature; 
• new, continuous cough - this means coughing a 

lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours; 

• loss or change to sense of smell or taste - this 
means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal. 

 
What to do if you or your child has symptoms 
If your child has any of the main symptoms of COVID-
19, even if they're mild: 
• Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) as soon 

as possible: Get a PCR test to check for COVID-
19 on GOV.UK. 

• Your child should stay at home and not have 
visitors (self-isolate) until you get a negative test 
result – they can only leave home to have the test. 
Check if you and anyone else your child lives with 
need to self-isolate - please click here for NHS 
advice. 

  
Contact Tracing 
If a child tests positive for COVID-19, NHS Test and 
Trace will now contact close contacts directly, 
replacing communications from the school. Please 
engage with NHS Test and Trace if they contact you 
about your child, you will not be contacted or advised 
by the school about what steps you need to take.   
 
Local Outbreak 
As mentioned in previous communications, in addition 
to our Risk Assessment, the school also have a 
Management Plan in place which we use in the event 
of an outbreak and we can also seek support from the 
local Education Public Health team. 
 
Thank you for continuing to be vigilant as we all 
continue to do all that we can to keep each other safe. 
 
Mrs Sarah Mitcherson  
Headteacher 

Covid-19 Latest Update 

Ridgeway Academy will be holding its annual 
Remembrance Event on Armistice Day, Thursday 11th 
November 2021.  The whole school gathers outside to 
ensure the sacrifices of those who served are never 
forgotten.  
 
Alongside our current 
students who will 
represent bodies 
including St Johns 
Ambulance, Sea 
Cadets and Air 
Cadets, we would like 
to invite ex-students 
who are current or 
previous members of HM Forces 
to the service.   
 
If you are an ex-student and  
a current or previous member of 
HM  Forces,    please   contact   
Helen Smith, Headteacher’s  
PA, Ridgeway Academy by email 
helen.smith@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
or by telephone 01707 351350 ext: 303. 
 
Mrs S Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Remembrance Event  

 
We are a school aiming for Personal development 
excellence. We are committed to ensuring that we 
review our Personal development provision and listen 
to your views on what Ridgeway has to offer.  
 
We would love you to be involved in the process and 
if you are interested in helping us improve our 
personal development please contact me via email: 
sarah.merrigan@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
The awarding body will be contacting all our parents 
and students to hear your views. 
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 

Personal Development 

    

Currently in the lead are Mandela with 7491 points. 

 Anderson       Hawking Lytton  Mandela        

 

 
 
 

 
 
     7387           5473    5872       7491  

Nelson 
Mandela 
was the first 
black 
president of 
South Africa, 
who after 
being 
imprisoned 
for twenty 
seven years, 
was freed 
and led a 
multi-ethnic 
government 
to bring an 
end to 
apartheid.  

Elizabeth 
Garrett 
Anderson  
was an 
English 
physician 
and 
suffragist. 
She was the 
first woman 
to qualify as 
a doctor in 
Britain and 
was the 
founder of 
the 
country’s 
first hospital 
for women.  

Stephen 
Hawking 
was the 
noted 
physicist 
who 
contributed 
deeply to 
our 
understandi
ng of the 
physical 
world and 
space, and 
worked 
despite 
suffering 
from Motor 
Neurone 
Disease.  

Constance 
Lytton was 
the 
suffragette, 
writer and 
speaker 
who 
campaigned 
for prison 
reform and 
women’s 
rights under 
an alias to 
avoid 
special 
treatment 
due to her 
family 
connections.  

House Points 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
mailto:helen.smith@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:sarah.merrigan@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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The Secretary of State for Education and the 
Secretary of State for Health and Social Care have 
written a joint letter to parents about the vaccination of 
children aged 12 to 15 and the importance of 
continuing with twice-weekly COVID-19 testing and 
reporting. 
  
As students return to the classroom, we would ask for 
your continued support to make sure your children are 
able to stay in face-to-face learning, by encouraging 
them to: 
  
• Test themselves for COVID-19 twice a week, 

and more frequently if they are specifically 
asked to do so. This way, we can find 
individuals who have the virus but are not 
showing symptoms, and stop them from 
passing it on to others. 

• Come forward for the COVID-19 vaccine. This 
is one of the best things young people can do to 
protect themselves and those around them. 

A joint letter to parents of secondary 
school and college students in 
England on Covid-19 testing and 
vaccines from the Secretaries of 
State for Education and for Health 
and Social Care  

For safeguarding reasons, a message will be sent 
home each day around 9.30am informing of any 
students who have not been registered on site that 
morning. Not all messages from parents will have 
been read or listened to by this time. If you have 
already sent an email or phoned in to say why the 
student is not in school you do not need to reply to 
this message again. 
 
Towards the end of the day, if we still have not heard 
a reason as to why the student is absent you will 
receive a second message to ask for the reason of 
absence. If you receive this message in the afternoon 
please assume that we have not received a message 
already sent in that day and send it again. 
 
Going forward, our preference would be to receive 
messages via email to attendance@ridgeway.herts. 
sch.uk. If you are not able to send an email then 
please ring the attendance voicemail on 01707 
351350 ext 315. 
 
Please remember we need to receive a message 
every day, unless you give us a date of return.  We 
need to know the detail of the illness, we cannot 
accept phrases such as unwell, poorly or under the 
weather. 
 
Attendance Office  

Change of Attendance Process 

On 23rd September we welcomed Frontline Living 
History into school to work with Y10 and Y11 
historians on their GCSE study of the historic 
environment of the British Trenches in World War 
One. 
 
David and Richard, dressed in original uniforms of a 
Tommy and an Officer, helped students to understand 
the context of life in the trenches and how the 
weapons of war developed. This then showed 
students how this led to advances in medicine in 
response to the injuries that resulted from shrapnel, 
machine guns and gas. Students also were able to 
handle the artefacts, try on the uniforms and generally 
deepen their understanding of this fascinating topic. 
 
The ‘highlight’ of the workshop was being able to smell 
the Phosgene and Mustard gasses that soldiers would 
have endured. The Y10s were also able to take part in 
a gas mask drill to illustrate how this technology 
advanced as the war progressed. Students really got a 
lot out of the experience and feel more confident about 
this aspect of their GCSE as a result. 
 
Thank you to David Allton and Richard Townsley of 
Frontline Living History for a fascinating day. https://
www.frontlinelivinghistory.com/ 
 
Mrs N Picariello 
Subject Leader, History 

History News - Battlefield Medicine Workshop 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/10/11/a-joint-letter-to-parents-of-secondary-school-and-college-students-in-england-on-covid-19-testing-and-vaccines-from-the-secretaries-of-state-for-education-and-for-health-and-social-care/?utm_source=11%20October%252
mailto:attendance@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://www.frontlinelivinghistory.com/
https://www.frontlinelivinghistory.com/
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The school is currently recruiting for the following 
roles: 
 
Data Manager 
Closing date: 9:00am Monday 1st November 2021 
Interview date: Thursday 4th November 2021 
Start date: December 2021  
 
Site Assistant  
Closing date: 9.00am Monday 1st November 2021 
Interview date: Friday 5th November 2021  
Start date: November/December 2021  
 
Pastoral Manager  
Closing date: 9:00am Monday 1st November 2021 
Interview date: Friday 5th November 2021  
Start date: December 2021  
 
Learning Mentor (Fixed Term until July 2022)  
Closing date: 9:00am Monday 1st November  
Interview date: Thursday 4th November 2021  
Start date: December 2021  
 
Attendance Administrator  
Closing date: 9:00am Friday 5th November 2021 
Interview date: Wednesday 10th November 2021 
Start date: December 2021  
 
Teaching Assistant 
Closing date: 9.00am Friday 5th November 2021  
Interview date: Wednesday 10th November 2021  
Start date: December 2021  
 
 
For further information, please visit our website: 
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 
 
 
Mrs K Biss  
Human Resources Officer 

School Vacancies 

Catering Assistant £8.91 per hour 
Hours of work are 9am till 2.30 pm Monday to Friday. 
  
Job role  
To help the chef prepare food for service and support 
the other catering assistants help keeping the kitchen 
clean and tidy by helping put deliveries away and 
clean the equipment in the kitchen. Serving on the till 
at break and lunch. Must be hard working and 
punctual.  
 
Please call John on 07915390517 to arrange an 
interview.  

Catering Vacancies 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
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On Thursday 7th October we ran a Wellbeing Day at 
Ridgeway to coincide with #helloyellow and World 
Mental Health Day. The day started with cookies for 
all students who attended registration, leading on to a 
Tex Mex lunch in Attimore Hall complete with 
decorations and traditional Mexican music. 
  

 
Winners from the KS3 competition and the 
attendance raffle to be confirmed! 
  
Miss L Jesson 
Assistant Headteacher 

Wellbeing Day – Thursday 
7th October 
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Year 11 PPE’s will run Friday 12th-25th November. Students will receive their individual timetables before half 
term. 

Miss A Smith 
Examinations Officer 

Year 11 PPE 

Regular school attendance is vital in ensuring 
students have the best chance of achieving their 
academic potential. We encourage parents/carers to 
send your children to school each day and reinforce 
with them the importance of attendance and the 
impact that missed learning will have on their 
development. The importance of attendance to school 
has become even more vital after the lost learning 
that has occurred as a direct impact of lockdowns and 
isolations. 
 
It is a proven fact that attendance is directly linked to 
achievement, every day and every lesson count. Our 
own results show that those students attending school 
for a minimum of 97% achieve excellent results. The 
table below shows the direct impact that attendance 

Why Is Attendance So Important? percentage can have on students’ chances of 
achieving their potential. 
 
Why is 90% not good enough? 
90% attendance might sound high but if your child has 
90% attendance this is the equivalent to missing half 
a day every week. Government statistics now class 
90% attendance as Persistent Absenteeism. 
 
The table below shows what the percentages mean in 
real terms. 

 
I would like to thank you for your ongoing support in 
encouraging excellent attendance however should 
you need support please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s form tutor in the first instance who will be 
happy to help and support. 
 
Further information can be found on the school 
website. 
 
Mr D Smith 
Deputy Headteacher 

WEEK 1 Friday 12 November

WEEK 2 Monday 15 November Tuesday 16 November Wednesday 17 November Thursday 18 November Friday 19 November

WEEK 1 Monday 22 November Tuesday 23 November Wednesday 24 November Thursday 25 November

Morning 9am
Geography 3 / History 2 / 

H&SC
Physics Maths 3

Music Recordings 

- 3 hours - MOP UP

Afternoon 1pm
Hospitality Practical - 3 

hours

Computer Science 2 / 

Product Design
Dance Practical - 2 hours MOP UP

Morning 9am Biology Chemistry
Geography 2 / History 1 / 

Dance / Sociology 1

Afternoon 1pm
Computer Science 1 / 

French Writing / Drama
Music

Hospitality Practical - 3 hours / 

French Reading and Listening

English Literature Maths 2

Maths 1

Morning 9am

Afternoon 1pm

Business / Media / 

Hospitality / Geography 1

English Language
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As a result of COVID-19, many of our financial 
circumstances have changed. If you think that your 
child may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM), 
please click the link below: 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?
ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728 
 
If you would like any further information or support 
with completing the forms, please contact 
megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk.   
 
If your child qualifies for FSM, they will also benefit 
from the Pupil Premium funding that the school 
receives. Full details of how we use this to meet their 
academic, social, and pastoral needs can be found 
here: 
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/pupil-premium/ 
 
Mrs C Maddocks 
Assistant Headteacher Inclusion 

Free School Meals 

We run the Duke of Edinburgh Award at Ridgeway 
Academy and this year is looking to have the highest 
sign-up rate to date! It would be a real shame to have 
to place a cap on the number of places we offer for 
2021-22 but we do not currently have enough Staff 
Leaders, Supervisors or Assessors for the projected 
number of applicants. If you would like to support the 
running of the Duke of Edinburgh's Award at 
Ridgeway, please speak to Richard Sutton. It would 
be great to meet to go over the different roles and 
discuss which you might be interested in.  
 
Richard Sutton 
Acting Assistant Headteacher 
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 
9O Form Tutor & Geography Teacher 
 
Email: Richard.Sutton@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
@RWAGeography @rwadofe @RwaHouse 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728
mailto:megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/pupil-premium/
mailto:Richard.Sutton@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Dear Parents and Guardians 

SEN Services in the local area 

 

I am writing to confirm the SEN Services in the local 
area. 

 

The Hertfordshire Local Offer lets parents and young 
people know what SEND services are available in the 
local area, including things to do during the half term 
holiday and courses.  

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/
courses-and-activities-in-hertfordshire/things-to-do/
find-courses-and-things-to-do-new?
service=eventLocalOffer&pageIndex=0 

 

There are Creative Spark Sessions for 13-17 year 
olds, a project helps young people to improve their 
social and communication skills trough fun and 
interactive sessions. 

 

There are also sessions that provide an introduction 
to the topic of understanding and supporting your 
child’s sensory self-regulation, executive functioning 
and Education Health and Care Plan webinars. 

 

Educational Psychologists from Hertfordshire County 
Council, work directly with schools to help meet the 
needs of children and young people aged 0 – 25. 
Educational Psychologists aim to understand how 
people think, learn, feel, behave and develop. 

 

A contact line is provided for parents who want to 
speak to an Educational Psychologist on 
Wednesdays, from 2.00pm until 4.30pm Telephone 
number: 01992 588 574 

 

Website details: https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-
people/educational-psychologists.aspx  

 

Speech, Language, Communication and Autism 
(SLCA) are a team of qualified teachers and 
specialists who support children and young people 
who have needs relating to speech, language, 
communication and autism. 

 

The SLCA needs advice line is available to help with 
any queries, anyone can contact the advice line on 
01442 453 920 during term time on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm – 4.00pm.  

 

The specific learning difficulties team are experienced 
teachers qualified in assessing and working with 
pupils who have specific learning difficulties (SpLD). 

 

What are specific learning difficulties? Specific 
learning difficulties (SpLD) is an umbrella term for a 

Special Educational Needs certain group of learning difficulties. This includes a 
range of conditions such as dyslexia, dyscalculia and 
dyspraxia. Specific Learning Difficulties Advice Line 
can help answer any query you may have. It's 
available on 01442 453 920 during term time on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9.30am - 12pm.  

 

ADD-vance Are a group of dedicated professionals 
who are also parents of children affected by ADHD 
and/ or autism. ADD-vance's mission is to support 
families and increase understanding of these 
conditions. They offer support meetings, 1:1 parent 
support, parent training courses and have a Facebook 
page. They also have a closed Facebook page just 
for parents that you can ask to join. 

Contact Details Foundation House, 2-4 Forum Place, 
Fiddlebridge Lane, Hatfield, AL10 0RN 

Tel:01727 833963 - Mon to Fri: 9am - 1pm        
Email: herts@add-vance.org 

http://www.add-vance.org/parents/ 

 

Get support from SENDIASS 

Hertfordshire SENDIASS provides information, advice 
and support which is accurate, confidential and 
accessible for young people and parents. They aim to 
promote independence and self-advocacy to enable 
guardians and students to participate in making 
informed decisions about SEN. 

 

Can SENDIASS help? 

Are you or the young person you are looking to get 
support for aged 25 or under? 

 

Are you (the young person) or the young person you 
are looking to get support for have a special 
educational need and/or a disability? 

 

If the answer is yes to both, then you can get 
information, advice and support about extra help you 
might need. 

 

How can I get in touch with SENDIASS? 

You can contact SENDIASS by:  Phone 01992 
555847     Email info@hertssendiass.org.uk 

SENDIASS can come and meet you, the child or talk 
to your parents or carers if you prefer. 

Website details https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/
home.aspx 

 

Ridgeway Academy  

You may contact me on: 01707 351350 or email    
Patience.Adjei@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk with regards to 
students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 who may 
have a SEN. You can also contact me, if you have 
any questions or queries with regards to SEN or if you 
would like to collaborate, consult and give your views 
on SEN or SEN Policy at Ridgeway Academy.  

 

Ms P Adjei 

Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/courses-and-activities-in-hertfordshire/things-to-do/find-courses-and-things-to-do-new?service=eventLocalOffer&pageIndex=0
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/courses-and-activities-in-hertfordshire/things-to-do/find-courses-and-things-to-do-new?service=eventLocalOffer&pageIndex=0
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/courses-and-activities-in-hertfordshire/things-to-do/find-courses-and-things-to-do-new?service=eventLocalOffer&pageIndex=0
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/courses-and-activities-in-hertfordshire/things-to-do/find-courses-and-things-to-do-new?service=eventLocalOffer&pageIndex=0
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/educational-psychologists.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/educational-psychologists.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/microsites/local-offer/services-for-children-and-young-people/educational-psychologists.aspx
mailto:herts@add-vance.org
http://www.add-vance.org/parents/
mailto:info@hertssendiass.org.uk
https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/home.aspx
https://www.hertssendiass.org.uk/home.aspx
mailto:Patience.Adjei@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Show Tickets 
Things are a bit different this time, our performances 
will take place at the back of Osborn Hall.  Audience 
rows will be in a horseshoe shape with an option for 
raised seats. See below for more information.  

Performances start at 7pm on Wednesday 8th, 
Thursday 9th and Friday 10th December . Tickets 
are now on sale, prices are £7.50 for a floor seat, £9 
for a raised seat or £12 for a VIP seat on the 
stage. Please pay on Wisepay, tickets will be 
allocated on a first come first served basis. Contact 
finance@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk for more information. 
 
Sponsors 
Local businesses please get in touch if you want to 
advertise in our programme and on our social media. 
Advertising spaces range in price from £25, £50 or 
£100.   
 
Costume, Set and Props 
We require scarfs, thick rimmed glasses, blouses, 
bow ties and even an 
old car! Please check 
out this list of items 
we are in need for 
the show and let us 
know asap if you can 
donate or help 
source anything.   
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1rN_NYaw5SSNvRRrE5KlQcHKd245xsK_jXdzZsYl
Bsvk/edit?usp=sharing 
 
Individual Costumes  
Your son/daughter has had 
information on what costumes 
they will need for the 
show. Please let us know asap 
if you have any issues. See 
Google Classroom for more 
details. 
https://docs.google.com/
presentation/
d/1FikBg0B2iopgdf6-
LbxNitSHfxN9QbzpmjdD2J9CSpE/edit?usp=sharing  
 
Fundraising Events 
Keep an eye out for more fundraising events and 
follow us on Instagram on @ridgewayperformingarts.   

Grease Production Update Rehearsal Timetable 
Click here for more information on the upcoming 
rehearsals. Please ensure your son/daughter know 
when they are needed. Most after school rehearsals 
are until 4pm. 
 
Miss S Standage 
Subject Leader for Drama and Dance 
11K Form Tutor 
sarah.standage@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 

This half-term, students have had the opportunity to 
take part in two new House Events: Dessert Dash and 
an Illustrated Poetry Competition. The Poetry 
Competition has now closed for entries, and we look 
forward to sharing our winners after half-term.  
 
Dessert Dash was a trifle-building relay which took 
place after school on Thursday 14th October. Rules 
were simple. Teams had to fill a ladle with ingredients 
at one table and run 20 metres to their parallel 
construction table where an empty bowl waited to be 
filled with jelly, sponge, 
custard, hundreds and 
thousands, fruit, and 
cream (not necessary in 
that order). Students 
took it in turns to sprint 
or walk the distance, 
trying not to spill any 
ingredients on the way. 
The relay would end 
once all the standard 
ingredients were in the 
presentation bowl.  
 
Houses were judged according to time completion, 
cleanliness, and overall presentation. Speed alone 
was not enough to secure our overall winner. 
Although Mandella 
was not the first to 
complete the relay, 
their finished trifle 
was [almost] 
appetising and their 
moderate pace 
meant they spilt the 
least amount of 
custard.   
 
The event was certainly a fun way to (re)introduce the 
House System for this academic year and stands to 
become an annual event. Thank you to all the 
students and staff who either took part or supported 
the relay.  
 
Richard Sutton 
Acting Assistant Headteacher 
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 
9O Form Tutor & Geography Teacher 
@RWAGeography @rwadofe @RwaHouse 

House Events 

mailto:finance@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rN_NYaw5SSNvRRrE5KlQcHKd245xsK_jXdzZsYlBsvk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rN_NYaw5SSNvRRrE5KlQcHKd245xsK_jXdzZsYlBsvk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1rN_NYaw5SSNvRRrE5KlQcHKd245xsK_jXdzZsYlBsvk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FikBg0B2iopgdf6-LbxNitSHfxN9QbzpmjdD2J9CSpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FikBg0B2iopgdf6-LbxNitSHfxN9QbzpmjdD2J9CSpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FikBg0B2iopgdf6-LbxNitSHfxN9QbzpmjdD2J9CSpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FikBg0B2iopgdf6-LbxNitSHfxN9QbzpmjdD2J9CSpE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Lvc9ILRBUgRDRt-QBJ3CgxefLAT3MTKE0gG4Pkh_16E/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sarah.standage@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Sports Leadership with Year 13’s doing 
badminton 

Clubs and Fixtures 
Reminder that clubs and fixtures have started. 
Students do not need to sign up, they just turn up and 
get involved. For clubs at lunchtime, students just 
need to bring trainers. 
 
Mr J Chappell 
PE Subject Leader 

Friday the 24th November saw the staff of Ridgeway 
participate in the ‘worlds biggest coffee morning’ for 
Macmillan Cancer support. Staff brought in either 
homemade or shop bought cakes in support of an 
excellent charity.   

As part of the Year 13 CTEC Sports Studies course 
students have been tasked in organising and running 
their own sports event. Here students have organised 
and run a table tennis competition. Winner Mr 
Goodship sports centre manager. 

PE Update 
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Barracudas Activity Day Camps at Ridgeway in 
the Half Term  
Barracudas Activity Day Camps, the UK’s favourite 
school holiday provider for children aged 4½ to 14 
years will return to Ridgeway Academy this October 
half term! 80+ exciting activities including fencing, 
archery, aqua slide, football, dance and much more! 
Barracudas camps are Ofsted registered and have 
high staff to child ratios, plus parents of Ridgeway 
Academy receive an extra £10 off a full week if you 
quote code HSCH21 at the time of booking. 
 
Open Half Term 25th–29th October. Book now at 
www.barracudas.co.uk or call 01480 467 567. 

 
KICKS 
The popular KICKS programme is BACK! Run by 
Stevenage FC Foundation, students can come and 
play football completely FREE of charge on our Astro 
pitch with qualified coaches leading the activities. 
Sessions run every Friday night from 7-8:30pm, 
simply turn up to PLAY! 
 
Social Media 
Search for Ridgeway Academy Sports Centre on 
Facebook or @RASportsCentre on Twitter and 
Instagram for regular updates. 
 
Mr R Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 

Sports Centre Update 

Week 2 of the RAA Programme 
Realise | Aspire | Achieve took place on Wednesday 
22nd September, with some excellent cooking and 
Basketball skills on display! 
 
A big thank you 
to Toby from A-Z 
Basketball and 
Katharine - The 
Food Teacher 
for the 
basketball 
session and 
food lesson, the 
Year 9 students 
thoroughly 

enjoyed making a stir-fry 
from scratch! 
 
Week 3 of the RAA 
programme was also a 
great success with 
students learning some 

Table Tennis and cooking veggie burgers and slaw on 
Wednesday 29th September! 

The RAA Programme 

http://www.barracudas.co.uk
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A big thank you to Andrew and Thamal from Spins 
Table Tennis Academy and Katharine - The Food 
Teacher, the Year 9 students thoroughly enjoyed their 
afternoon! 
 

 
 
 
 
Mr R Carolan & Mr R Goodship 
RAA Programme Leads 

The RAA Programme continued... 

Join our classes on Tuesday Evening, 5.30-6.30pm Ridge-
way Academy. 
 
Through learning its complex pattern of movements and 
developing class based skills you can develop: 
 

• Physical and mental wellbeing 

• Focus and concentration 

• Self-discipline and confidence 

• Leadership and communication skills 
 
Grand Master Kang UK Lee (10th Dan) and qualified Master 
Instructors Andrew Lee (6th Dan) and Master Andrew Par-
sons (4th Dan) are ready to welcome you. 
 
Class £5. Members of Federation (£25) complete all training 
activities and are fully insured.  
 
Activities include: Meditation, Basic movements, Hyung 
(patterns), Sparring (no contact) and Breathing   
 
Learn about the history of Tang Soo Do and bring its bene-
fits to life. 
 
Contact Andrew on 07717832355 
 
United Kingdom Tang Soo Do Federation 
Recognised by Sports England 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 
 
 

  Autumn Term 2021 

 
 
Monday 25

th
 - Friday 29

th
 October  Half Term 

 
Monday 8th November     Flu Vaccinations (Year 7 to 11) 
  
Thursday 18th November     Year 9 virtual Parents Consultation Evening 
 
Wednesday 24th November     Year 8 HPV Vaccination 
 
Friday  26

th
 November     Academic Review Day 

 
Monday 29th November     Occasional Day (School closed) 
 
Thursday 2nd December     Year 8 virtual Parents Consultation 
 
Monday 6th December     Flu Vaccination (Year 7 to 11) 
 
Wednesday 8th, Thursday 9th and  School Production of Grease 

Friday 10th December  

 
Thursday 16th December     Year 7 Parents Consultation Evening 
 
Monday 20th December     Extended Learning Day (end of term) 
 
Tuesday 21

st
 December     Inset Day (school closed) 


