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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Today brings the end of another action 
packed half term at Ridgeway. Year 11 and 
Year 13 are preparing for their 
examinations, with the support and 
guidance of specialist staff working through 
the pre-release guidance which came out 
on Monday. The Study Support programme 
is operating well, with students taking up 
this period 6 and holiday intervention offer. 
For some vocational subjects, the real 
examination period has begun and we wish 
students well who are undertaking these 
currently. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
for supporting our measures to reduce the 
spread of covid.  Although we have not had 
the challenges which some schools across 
the country have faced, I would like to 
reiterate once again the importance of 
twice weekly testing.  

After the holiday, I will be writing to ask you 
to complete a survey run by Kirkland 
Rowell which we hold bi-annually. We are 
constantly trying to improve the education 
that we offer the students of our school and 
are now at a stage in the academic year 
where we need you to tell us how well you 
think we are doing and how we can 
improve the things that are important to 
you. By completing the questionnaire, you 
will be telling us how you think we should 
be spending our time and resources to 
make our school the best that it can be for 
your child. They will come home with a 
paper questionnaire w/b 21 February. 

Tomorrow we have the Alban Academies 
Trust Teaching & Learning 
Conference: Make it connect Building 
Great Teaching and Learning. In his 
introduction CEO, Alan Gray, writes; We all 
know the power of teamwork. Teamwork 
relies on people connecting with what they 
are doing, and where the collective 
outcomes are greater than the sum of 
individual parts. Learning is no different 
from teamwork. The power of learning 
comes from us being able to make the 
connections between things we are 
learning, and how we learn them. An 
example might be the student surgeon who 
is struggling to learn the anatomy of the 

Human Body. A powerful way of learning 
anatomy is to firstly understand the 
function of the part of the anatomy being 
studied. Take a foot and ankle. We know 
that these are there to support us and help 
us move. By knowing the function of the 
foot and ankle in detail means the surgeon 
can better remember all the moving and 
fixed parts, and consequently do their job 
better! So, our job, as teachers and adults 
supporting teaching, is to consistently 
evaluate how we are promoting learning so 
that students remember more and can do 
more with their knowledge and 
understanding.  

This conference is all about connections 
and The Great Teaching and Learning 
Framework. We look forward to working 
with colleagues from across the AAT. 

I wish you and your families a healthy and 
enjoyable half term.  

Mrs Sarah Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message 

Please note Homework club is cancelled 
on Wednesday 9th February due to 
SEND Parent Consultations. 

Homework Club Notice 

The following students have received 
Headteacher Commendation Certificates 
for demonstrating the three R’s; Respect, 
Responsibility and Relationships: Zara 
Chimalilo, Dalila Fernando, Mohammed 
Isa, Annie Dykes, Dejoie Joseph and 
William McNeill. 

Miss H Jenner 
Assistant Headteacher 

Ridgeway Rewards  
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As a result of COVID-19, 
many of our financial 
circumstances have changed. 
If you think that your child 
may be eligible for Free 
School Meals (FSM), please 
click the link below: 
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?
ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728 
 
If you would like any further information or support 
with completing the forms, please contact 
megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk.   
 
If your child qualifies for FSM, they will also benefit 
from the Pupil Premium funding that the school 
receives. Full details of how we use this to meet their 
academic, social, and pastoral needs can be found 
here: 
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/pupil-premium/ 
 
Mrs C Maddocks 
Assistant Headteacher Inclusion 

Free School Meals 

Health and Wellbeing 
Wellbeing is not just the absence of disease or illness. 
It's a complex combination of a person's physical, 
mental, emotional and social health factors. Wellbeing 
is strongly linked to happiness and life satisfaction. In 
short, wellbeing could be described as how you feel 
about yourself and your life.  

Half Termly Theme  

    

Currently in the lead are Mandela with 23,664 points. 

 Anderson       Hawking Lytton  Mandela        

 

 
 
 

 
   22,875            18,684    21,318    23,664 

Nelson 
Mandela 
was the first 
black 
president of 
South 
Africa, who 
after being 
imprisoned 
for twenty 
seven 
years, was 
freed and 
led a multi-
ethnic 
government 
to bring an 
end to 
apartheid.  

Elizabeth 
Garrett 
Anderson  
was an 
English 
physician 
and 
suffragist. 
She was 
the first 
woman to 
qualify as a 
doctor in 
Britain and 
was the 
founder of 
the 
country’s 
first hospital 
for women.  

Stephen 
Hawking was 
the noted 
physicist who 
contributed 
deeply to our 
understanding 
of the 
physical world 
and space, 
and worked 
despite 
suffering from 
Motor 
Neurone 
Disease.  

Constance 
Lytton was 
the 
suffragette, 
writer and 
speaker who 
campaigned 
for prison 
reform and 
women’s 
rights under 
an alias to 
avoid 
special 
treatment 
due to her 
family 
connections.  

House Points 

We are very excited to launch our new Ridgeway 
Academy Teaching and Learning twitter account. We 
will be sharing the best teaching and learning across 
the school and celebrating the achievements of our 
staff and students. Please follow us at: 

 
@RidgewayTeaches 
 

Mrs L Hyde 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 

New Ridgeway Twitter Account  

We are a school aiming for Personal development 
excellence. We are committed to ensuring that we 
review our Personal development provision and listen 
to your views on what Ridgeway has to offer.  
 
We would love you to be involved in the process and 
if you are interested in helping us improve our 
personal development please contact me via email: 
sarah.merrigan@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk 
 
The awarding body will be contacting all our parents 
and students to hear your views. 
 
Mrs S Merrigan 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 

Personal Development 

"When the whole world is silent, even one voice 
becomes powerful"  

 

Malala Yousafzai  is a young pakistani human rights 
activist, who fights for the rights of women and girls to 
receive an education. She  was born in 1997 in the 
Swat Valley, a region of Pakistan. She loved school, 
because of this the teenager had angered the Taliban 
with her public outspoken and courageous pleas for 
girls to be educated. The group decided to kill her 
because she criticised Islam. She was shot by a 
gunman who boarded her school bus in the valley of 
Swat in Northwest Pakistan on October 2012. Malala 
survived and she continues to fight for peace and 
equality. Malala is the youngest ever Nobel Peace 
Prize winner. 

Quote of the Week 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/ufs/HCWH.eb?ebd=0&ebz=1_1633953220728
mailto:megan.frost@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/pupil-premium/
mailto:sarah.merrigan@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk
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Ridgeway Art Department has a new Instagram 
account. Please join us in celebrating the success of 
our students by following @rwa_art_dept.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs K Parsons 
Subject Leader of Art 

Art Department Instagram Account 

Please click below to view a helpful guide to 
Apprenticeships. 

Year 11 - National Apprenticeship 
Week 

 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/The-Parents-Guide-to-National-Apprenticeship-Week-2022.pdf
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The English Department have launched a Spring 
Reading Challenge. Staff and students can take part. 
If you would like more information see Miss Carter in 
B12. To follow the reading experiences of staff and 
students follow us on twitter @RidgewayEng 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss C Carter 
Director of English and Literacy 

Spring Reading Challenge 

The school is currently recruiting for the following 
roles: 
 
Deputy Headteacher 
 
Site Assistant  
 
Teaching Assistants 
 
Director of Learning 
 
Librarian (Fixed Term) 
 
For further information, please visit our website: 
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 
 
 
 
Mrs K Biss  
Human Resources Officer 

School Vacancies 

Music Lessons Available at Ridgeway 

Click to view 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WGCH-Newsletter-Feb-2022-compressed.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/WGCH-Newsletter-Feb-2022-compressed.pdf
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Students and Parents now have access to a new 
online calendar and booking platform for our school 
clubs and extra-curricular activities. Bookings are on 
a first come first served basis for any clubs with 
maximum capacity.  
 
You can login to SOCS via the portals link on the 
school website. Students should use their school 
Google credentials. Parents are also able to set up an 
account.  
 
Please see the SOCS letter on the school website 
dated December 2021 for more information.  
  
Some of the exciting clubs we are running during 
Spring Term are: 
 
Badminton Lunch  
 
Chess Club  
 
Football Lunch  
 
Year 11 Drama Rehearsals  
 
Dance Club  
 
Homework Club 
 
Basketball  
 
Band Rehearsals 
 
Netball 
 
Eco-School 
 
Coding Club 
 
Warhammer Club 
 
Cross Country Club 
 
Drama Club 
 
UK Maths Challenge  
Club 
 
Young Entrepreneurs 
 
Rock Band 
 
Science Club 
 
Book Club 
 
KS4 Fitness 
 
 
 
Mr R Sutton 
Acting Assistant Head  

Clubs and Extra-Curricular Activities 

Spring Term Key Dates 
Year 10 and 11 Dance Workshop: to be confirmed 
 
Theatre Trips 
KS3 and Ambassadors Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe 
Theatre Trip: Thursday 24th March  

Exams 
Year 11  
Drama Practical Mock: Wednesday 23rd March after 
school 3- 7pm 
Drama Practical Final Exam: Wednesday 30th March 
in school P1-5 
Dance Practical Exam: Monday 28th March in School 
P1-5 
 
Extra Curricular Activities 
For drama rehearsals please see SOCS under 
Portals on our website. 
 
Miss S Standage 
Subject Leader for Drama and Dance 

Performing Arts News 

Please click below to view 

Exams Timetable - Ridgeway GCSEs 
Summer 2022 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Ridgeway-GCSEs-Summer-2022-FINAL-2.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Ridgeway-GCSEs-Summer-2022-FINAL-2.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Ridgeway-GCSEs-Summer-2022-FINAL-2.pdf
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 Year 11 Core PPE Timetable 

 

Year 11 Study Support Timetable 

Click here to view Hertfordshire County Council’s Services for 
Young Peoples Schedule and Information about activities 
supporting young people in Welwyn Hatfield 

Week 1 Monday 7 March Tuesday 8 March Wednesday 9 March Thursday 10 March Friday 11 March

Week 2 Monday 14 March

Afternoon 1pm

Morning 9am
Maths 1 

1h30

Biology 2 

1h15 or 1h45
Afternoon 1pm

MOP UP

MOP UP

Morning 9am

Physics 2

1h15 or 1h45

English Literature 

1h30

Maths 3 

1h30

Chemistry 2 

1h15 or 1h45

English Language 

1h45

Maths 2 

1h30

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Supporting-Young-People-in-Welwyn-Hatfield-HCC-SfYP-Jan-2022-provision-110122.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Supporting-Young-People-in-Welwyn-Hatfield-HCC-SfYP-Jan-2022-provision-110122.pdf
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Barracudas Activity Day Camps 
Barracudas Activity Day Camps, the UK’s favourite 
school holiday provider for children aged 4½ to 14 
years will be open at Ridgeway Academy in 2022. 80+ 
exciting activities including fencing, archery, aqua 
slide, football, dance and much more! Barracudas 
camps are Ofsted registered and have high staff to 
child ratios, plus parents of Ridgeway Academy 
receive an extra £10 off per week if you quote code 
HSCH22 at the time of booking. 

Now is a great time to book as they have their Early 
Bird rates offering great savings which are available 
up until the end of January. As well as that, parents 
can book their children in with their low minimum 
deposit rates up until the end of December, securing 
their place for just £10 a day or £25 a week (from 
January this will be £15 a day or £50 a week). The 
good news is that parents can then either choose to 
pay in interest-free monthly instalments up to 
Barracudas balance due date, or, pay nothing more at 
all until balances are due. 
 
For further information, please visit: https://
www.barracudas.co.uk/camps/welwyn-ridgeway/ 

KICKS 
The popular KICKS programme is BACK! Run by 
Stevenage FC Foundation, students can come and 
play football completely FREE of charge on our Astro 
pitch with qualified coaches leading the activities. 
Sessions run every Friday night from 7-8:30, simply 
turn up to PLAY! 
 
Social Media 
Search for Ridgeway Academy Sports Centre on 

Sports Centre News 

https://www.barracudas.co.uk/camps/welwyn-ridgeway/
https://www.barracudas.co.uk/camps/welwyn-ridgeway/
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Over the past few weeks, the students who have been 
participating in the RAA programme, which has been 
fully funded by the Herts Sports Partnership, have 
further developed their cooking skills and have got 
stuck in with a sports/activities ranging from 
Performing Arts to Boxing!  
 
The students will continue to develop these skills for a 
little while before the Year 7 group have their turn with 
the program!  
 
Mr S Cooper 
School Games Organiser  
and School Sports Co-ordinator  

Facebook or @RASportsCentre on Twitter and 
Instagram for regular updates. 
 
Mr R Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 

RAA Programme 
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School Term and Holiday Dates 2022-2023 
 

 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 
 

Friday 2
nd

 September to Wednesday 21
st 

December 
 

Half term: Monday 24
th
 October to Friday 28

th
 October 

 
Inset Day 1 (school closed to students): Thursday 1

st
 September 

 
Open Evening (school closed half day to students): Thursday 15

th
 September 

 
 
 

SPRING TERM 2023 
 

Friday 6
th
 January to Friday 31

st
 March 

 
Half Term: Monday 13

th
 February to Friday 17

th
 February 

 
Inset day 1: (school closed to students) Thursday 5

th
 January 

 
Inset day 2: (school closed to students) Thursday 9

th
 February 

 
Inset day 3: (school closed to students) Friday 10

th
 February 

 
 
 

SUMMER TERM 2023 
 

Monday 17
th
 April to Wednesday 19

th
 July 

 
Half Term: Monday 29

th
 May to Friday 2

nd
 June 

 
Shadow Inset Day 1: (school closed to students) Thursday 20

th
 July 

 
Shadow Inset Day 2: (school closed to students) Friday 21

st
 July  

 
 

Page 9 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2022 

 
 
Wednesday 9

th
 February     SEND Parent Consultations in Osborn Hall 

 
Thursday 10

th
 February     Inset Day (school closed to students) 

 
Friday 11

th
 February    Inset Day (school closed to students) 

 
Monday 14

th
 to Friday 18

th
 February  Half Term 

 
Thursday 24

th
 February     Year 9 Options Evening (on site) 

 
Tuesday 1

st
 to Friday 4

th
 March  Year 9 Options Interviews (virtual) 

 
Friday 4

th
 March    Year 9 Deadline for Option decisions 

 
Wednesday 9

th
 March     DTP/Meningitis Vaccinations cancelled 

 
Thursday 17

th
 March    Year 12 Virtual Parents Evening 

 
Tuesday 22

nd
 March    DofE Expedition Information Evening  

 
Wednesday 23

rd
 March    Year 11 Drama Mock  

 

Friday 1
st
 April     End of Term   

 
 

 

 

SUMMER TERM 2022 

 
 
Tuesday 19

th
 April     Start of Term 

 
Monday 30

th
 May to Friday 3

rd
 June Half Term 

 
Friday 24

th
 June    Year 11 Prom 

 
Thursday 7

th
 and Friday 8

th
 July   KS3 Summer Musical 

 
Tuesday 19

th
 July    End of Term 

 


