
June 2022

RE: Friends of Ridgeway Academy PTA

Dear Parents/Carer

Now that we are returning to a more normal routine, we thought this would be an ideal time to establish
our ‘Friends of Ridgeway’ PTA Association. The Friends of Ridgeway Association aims to be an open
community of parent volunteers working alongside the school and the teachers to benefit the school and
ensure the best educational experience for all our students.

We are looking for parents/carers who would like to play a part in creating the ‘Friends of Ridgeway’ PTA
Association.  The aim of FOR would be to plan fun events over the year for our school community whilst
raising money for our school. Such events could include discos, film nights, fairs, gift shop, second hand
uniform sales, as well as supporting with other school events such as our well-established drama
productions with ticket sales and refreshments for example. I would like to emphasise that a long-term,
ongoing commitment is not required. When you are able, within the constraints of work and family
life, would be very helpful.

Why is a PTA important for a school?

● Being active in the PTA not only plays a central role in improving the school but it also makes you
an excellent role model. When students see teachers and parents working together is encourages
them to do their best.

● It builds trust- it’s a great way to get to know other parents and teachers whilst gaining an insight
into the workings of the school. With parents and teachers striving towards the same goals the
parent group is instrumental in making a real difference to the school

● It raises funds – whether it is helping to develop new outdoor spaces, buying new text books were
required, supporting our environment project, arranging a visit from a top author or a visit from a
French/Spanish theatre company the funds raised impact hugely the opportunities and
experiences of our students.

● It gives parents a voice. Many PTA’s already act as a consultative group for the school leaders and
governors. So, whether it is deciding on where PTA funds are spent or getting parent views on
school activities, you can make sure that parents have a voice in how your school operates.

● It forges connections beyond the school gates – PTAs are brilliant for building relationships with
the local community, from events to sponsorships with local businesses and mentions in the local
press

Do I need to be DBS checked?

If you want to help out at school events where you will be in contact with our young adults you will need to
have a check carried out by the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) to ensure the safety our students.
Other activities such as a summer fair where students are under parental supervision don’t require a DBS
check. You don’t need a DBS check to attend meetings and help with planning events either.
It would be great to have some of our parents join us on our journey to improve the school. If you would
like to find out more contact us on admin@ridgeway.herts.sch.uk

Yours sincerely

M Lewin

M Lewin
Head of MFL
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