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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

This week Middle Leaders (Subject Leads 
and Heads of Year) from across Alban 
Academies Trust came together for a 
training event.  This was as result of 
requests from middle leaders to network 
more and in response to the leadership 
teams within our schools who would like to 
consider the learning journeys our children 
experience from the start of their time with 
the Trust in early years right through until 
they leave us at the end of Key Stages 4 or 
5.  We know we can learn from each other 
and, as we understand each other’s 
curricula and pastoral experience more, 
refine the journeys our children and young 
people go on as they move through the 
AAT. Leaders worked cross-phase and 
took the opportunity to share expertise, 
resources and ideas focused on the areas 
here: 
  
Curriculum/subject leads (all phases): 

1. What is the end goal and vision of your  
curriculum? 

2. What are your current biggest 
challenges to achieving that goal? What 
can you as a team of middle leaders do 
next to support and enhance the learning 
of children and young people in your 
subject area? 
  
Secondary pastoral leads only: 
 
What is going well in your year group and 
what challenges are you still facing as a 
pastoral leader? 
 
How are you as a pastoral leader 
responding to the following challenges:  
student voice, tutorial programme, student 
wellbeing and mental health, parental 
engagement etc? 
 
What can you as a team of middle leaders 
do next to support and enhance the 
learning of children and young people in 
your care? 
  
Last night we held Year 11 Information 
Evening to support families and Year 11 
students in their examination year. HoY11 
Mr Tansley outlined the timeline to          
Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) and 
intervention programme to maximise 
outcomes.  
 

Leads in English, Maths and Science gave 
detailed information on how to best support 
your child in achieving their targets. The 
presentation will be shared on our website. 
 
You will be aware of the incident this week 
where a Year 7 student was hit by a car. 
We are petitioning the council to urgently 
implement traffic calming measures. In the 
meantime, please talk to your children 
about road safety. They must only cross 
Herns Lane (or any other road) at the traffic 
light green man crossing. Please do not 
beckon your child to cross into the service 
lane directly in front of the school. Do not 
park on the grass or on the yellow lines. 
We will report issues to the Police and the 
safety of our students is our priority. We 
wish the injured student a speedy recovery 
and send our best wishes to his family.  
 
Congratulations to Honey Andrews in 10 
Mandela from Welwyn Rugby, see below 
for Honey’s article. 
 
Huge congratulations to the students who 
participated in Sustainable Hertfordshire 
Youth COP22 - article in Ridgeway News. 
We are proud of their efforts and represen-
tation. 
 
Mrs S Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

Headteacher’s Message 

 
I play for Welwyn Rugby Club under 16 
girls’ group.  We played a match on the 9 
October, our team 
won 8-2, every 
match the coaches 
choose a girl that 
they think has 
made good effort 
and contribution to 
the game and for 
this match I was 
chosen.  I got the 
team mascot for a 
week to look after.   
 
My coach described me by saying “for 
once she listened and made a hell of a 
game of it.” 
 

By Honey Andrews 10M 

Student Success 
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World Mental Health Day 
This year’s theme, “Make Mental Health and 
Wellbeing for All a Global Priority”, serves as a 
reminder that, after nearly three years, the social 
isolation, fear of disease and death, and strained 
socio-economic circumstances associated with the 
COVID-19 pandemic have contributed to an 
estimated 25% global rise in depression and anxiety. 
 
• Mental health is the foundation of a happy life 
• Be gentle with yourself 
• Sometimes it takes a breakdown to make a 

breakthrough 
• You are stronger than you think 
• Mental health is a journey, not a destination 
• You're not alone in your struggle 
• It's okay to not be okay 

Theme of the Week  

On Monday 26th September, Ridgeway Academy 
joined a selection of schools from across the country 
in the very first Youth Conference of the Parties at 
Hertfordshire County Council Chambers. In the run up 
to this event, students from across the school were 
invited to write a letter of application to explain their 
views on climate change and substantiate why they 
would like to represent the school at this event. After 
reading pages of passionate letters, the 5 students 
selected to take part in the conference were Dalila 
Fernando, Lucy Bailey, Xander Burt, Kaci Lack and 
Kamila Kurbanova.  
 
During the event, students from across various 
schools were grouped together to represent the 
stakeholders in the climate change debate. These 
included developing and developed nations, clean 
and convention energy firms, agricultural and 
industrial corporations. Thinking through these 
contexts, groups debated over the appropriateness of 
strategies available to mitigate climate change, aiming 
to reduce global temperature rises to no more than 
1.5 to 2 degrees celsius by 2100.  
 

 
Using the EN-Roads Climate Solutions Simulator, 
students quickly discovered that there were a range of 
strategies to reduce global temperature rises but that 
any solution requires global cooperation and 
investment. Some of the more popular routes involved 
technological carbon removal, improving the energy 
efficiency of transport and buildings, as well as 
reducing methane production. Increasing the price for 
carbon was also a favoured option.  
 
Students were happy to have ended the debate with a 
global temperature rise of 1.7 degrees celsius and left 
with a renewed sense of stewardship over the role we 
each play to protect and conserve our planet.  
 
 
Mr Sutton 
Associate Assistant Headteacher 

Sustainable Hertfordshire YouthCOP22 

The school is currently recruiting for the following role: 
 
Subject Leader for Computing and ICT  
Closing date:  9am Monday 17th October 2022  
Interview date:  Soon thereafter   
Start date:   January 2023 or sooner   
 
Attendance Administrator  
Closing date:  9am Monday 31st October 2022 
Interview date:  Soon thereafter  
Start date:   November/December 2022  
 
For more information visit:  
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 
 
Mrs K Biss  
Human Resources Officer 

School Vacancies 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
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Year 8 
Year 8 have had another great couple of weeks in 
school and taken part in a number of extracurricular 
opportunities. Year 8's Football team had an exciting 
County Cup win over Robert Barclay Academy and it 
was lovely to see a number of staff and students 
supporting the team. Year 8 also attended an 
assembly lead by the Welwyn & Hatfield Sea Cadets, 
which highlighted some of the local opportunities 
available to students at Ridgeway Academy.  
Mr R Nelson 
 
Year 9 
Year 9’s have been busy. It was lovely to welcome the 
French trip students back from Paris. It sounds like 
they all had a lovely time and represented the school 
really well. Also, lots of the year group made it into 
RENT! Rehearsals are underway this week. For all 
those involved, please check out the Google 
Classroom for information. We are having a push on 
standards and will be doing a Monday morning line up 
in Attimore playground for AM registration. Please 
make sure students are well equipped and have the 
correct uniform. Finally, I am in search of more 
individual good news from the year group.  Please 
encourage your son/daughter to complete this Google 
Form if they want to let me know about an 
accomplishment they might have achieved in or 
outside of school.  LINK HERE  
Miss S Standage 
 
Year 10 
Year 10’s have now received information regarding 
their upcoming work experience for this academic 
year. It would be great to see students sourcing some 
exciting opportunities for themselves.  
 
On another note, we are now having a major push on 
lateness. Please can you ensure students arrive at 
school prior to 8:30am to ensure they are not late and 
their attendance isn’t impacted.  
Mr M Pring 
 
Year 11  
Year 11 have their Information Evening on Thursday 
which was very useful for them and parents to get an 
insight into what is to come for the rest of the year.  
 
The Year 11 football team were excellent in their 
County Cup game last week against Richard Hale but 
ultimately lost 1-0 to a team that is likely to get to the 
latter stages of the competition.  
Mr D Tansley 
 
Year 12 - Student Life 
My name is Rhianna Russell and I have just started 
Year 12. Even though my home school is Ridgeway, I 
do two subjects at Monks Walk, which are 
Photography and art, whilst doing Sport and Physical 
activity at Ridgeway. This has been my first semester 
as a sixth former and so far, my experience has been 
great.                                                                                                             

Head of Year News 

Student of the Week 
7 George Rhodes 

8 Jessica Hart  

9 Jade Turner  

 Callum Gabi-Byrne  

10 Phoebe Emerick  

11 Liam Wragg  

 Reese Ella Ekins  

 Archie Woodgate 

Headteacher Commendations 

MATHS  
What are we currently learning? 
Year 7 – Generating Sequences 
Year 8 – Working with Fractions 
Year 9 – Straight Line Graphs 
Year 10 – Trigonometry 
Year 11 – Working with Data 
  
Extra-curricular 
Last week the 6th form students who study A-level 
mathematics kicked off the first maths challenge of 
the year, competing at the senior level. Miss Kathage 
is working hard to bring some challenges to the 
department. 
  
Revision 
Please remember all home learning on Hegartymaths 
is designed to be revision in nature. You are either 
consolidating existing knowledge or completing some 
pre-learning ready for the next lesson. All students 
should be completing this and all students have an 
account. If you need your password reset, please 
speak to your class teacher. 
  
Social 
If you are in Year 8 or above, please remember to 
follow us on Instagram @ridgewaymaths 
 
Miss L Jesson  
Director of Mathematics/Assistant Headteacher 

Subject Focus  

Year 7 
The Year 7s have been getting involved in all sorts of 
activities. A large proportion of students have got 
involved in extra curricular activities which is amazing 
to see.  We have seen widespread attendance across 
all our extra curricular offerings and this continues to 
increase. Across all their subjects Year 7 are showing 
their growth in confidence and resilience through their 
independent work. Notably Year 7 have started their 
Heart and Health module in PE mixed in with Cross 
country where all students have shown true 
determination to succeed.  
Mrs M Tinker 

Head of Year News 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdWEVSJYVRqMBkypdf-yujPGWEaPdTWbUVQQXAwo5qhDGGW6Q/viewform
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You can view all the extra 
curricular activities we run 
on SOCS by following this 
link or from the link on the 
Intranet. 
https://www.socscms.com/SOCS 

Extra Curricular Activities 

Currently in the lead are Parks with 5900 points. 

 

House Points 

     Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7634 

Hawking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6458 

Lytton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7306 

Mandela 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8046 

Parks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9146 

Turing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6698 

I am enjoying all my subjects, not just because of the 
amazing teachers but because I have chosen 
subjects I really enjoy and want to do good at. At first, 
I was worried about making friends, as when I went to 
Monks Walk for the first time, I didn’t know anyone 
and I blocked myself away from everyone. But very 
quickly I found out we had a lot in common as we are 
all doing and chose the subject we enjoy and I made 
some really nice new friends. This really inspired me  
to go even further with what I’m doing and hopefully 
go to University. I am looking forward to the years I 
will have in Sixth Form and I’m very excited for what’s 
to come in the future. 
 
Year 13 - Student Life  
I am a Year 13 student currently studying double 
Health and Social Care and Business Studies at 
Ridgeway Academy. Over the last two years Mrs 
Merrigan has been our Head of Sixth Form. 
Throughout the last two years we have been 
completing our lessons and spending Friday 
mornings having lessons in Personal Development.  
 
As we reached the last few months of Year 12, Mrs 
Merrigan started to introduce us to Unifrog and 
showed us how to start considering what we plan on 
pursuing after Sixth Form. Throughout those last few 
months of Year 12 up until now during our Personal 
Development sessions, Mrs Merrigan has brought in 
individuals to speak to us regarding University, 
Apprenticeships including students who used to come 
here After these lessons we made a start to our 
personal statements and have been completing these 
at the end of our lessons and during our private 
study.   
 
Mrs S Merrigan 

Head of Year News continued... 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SG3B8FK
https://www.socscms.com/SOCS
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Year 7 Mixed Boys & Girls Football Team 
All welcome to attend training after school every 
Monday. Team will be selected based on attendance 
at training. 
 
Confirmed Fixtures: 
 
Stanborough @ Home 
Wednesday 9th November 2022 3:45 KO 
 
Hertswood @ Home 
Wednesday 7th December 2022 3:45 KO 
 
Onslow @ Home 
Wednesday 14th December 2022 3:45 KO 
 
Other fixtures to be arranged with local Schools. 
 
Barracudas 
We are delighted to welcome back Barracudas in 
October Half Term and as a Ridgeway Academy 
parent, you can make use of the great deal they have 
offered: 
 
Parents can get £10 off a full week by applying this 
code in the promotions box: HSCH22     
  
*can’t be used in conjunction with other offers. 

 
Leisure Leagues 
We are delighted that Leisure Leagues will be joining 
us in November. Head over to their website to book a 
place in the league! 
  
 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council in partnership 
with A-Z Basketball 
Basketball sessions will be carrying on after Half Term  
for 8-16 year olds which are completely free of 
charge. Please see poster for full information and how 
to book. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Centre News 

https://www.leisureleagues.net/
https://www.barracudas.co.uk/
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3G Update  
We are so pleased with our brand new 3G and it is 
great to see so many students and community groups 
using the facility. To ensure it is looked after, please 
adhere to the below rules:  

Mr R Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 
 

AUTUMN TERM 2022 
 
 

 
Monday 24

th
 to Friday 28

th
 October  Half Term 

 
Friday 18

th
 November    Year 12 Progress Checks to Parents 

 
w/c Monday 14

th
 and 21

st
 November Pre-Public Exam Week 

 
Friday 25

th
 November    Occasional Day 

 
Monday 19th December    Upper School Presentation Evening 
 
Tuesday 20

th
 December    End of Term Assembly 

 
Wednesday 21

st
 December     Charity Day 

         Last day of Term 


