
 Curriculum Map  

Subject: English              Year group: 9  

 Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Content 
 

Declarative 
Knowledge – 
‘Know What’ 

Shakespeare - Romeo 
and Juliet 
 
What are the conventions 
of tragedy? What do we 
expect from tragic 
heroes? How are 
Shakespearean tragedies 
structured? What is a 
sonnet?  
 
 
Key terminology:  
Tragedy, sonnet, 
peripeteia, anagnorisis 
harmartia, catharsis,  
oxymoron, irony, 
semantic field, patriarchy, 
dramatic irony, identify, 
infer, analyse, describe, 
evaluate, explain. 
 
 
 
 
. 

Media unit - The Power 
of Voice 
 
What is discrimination? 
How can we use our 
words and voice to be 
heard? What methods do 
writers use to encourage 
direct action? How do 
different forms of media 
deliver messages to their 
audience?  
 
Key terminology: 
Ethos, pathos, logos, 
propaganda, prejudice, 
patriarchy, activist, 
anecdote, antithesis, 
emotive language, tone, 
discourse marker, 
identify, infer, analyse, 
describe, evaluate, 
explain. 

Novel: Of Mice and Men  
 
What was life like in 
America in the 1930s? 
What impact did context 
have on the novel? What 
is a symbiotic relation? 
What was the American 
Dream? What is a 
microcosm? How does 
the novel represent wider 
society?  
 
Key terminology: 
Context,  the American 
dream, Garden of Eden, 
itinerant workers, 
prejudice, discrimination, 
segregation, symbiotic, 
symbol, antagonist, 
patriarchy, tragic 
inevitability, 
foreshadowing, identify, 
infer, analyse, describe, 
evaluate, explain. 

Poetry: Words that Burn 
 
What is identity? What 
factors impact our 
identity? What methods 
do poets use to express 
their feelings? How does 
our culture impact our 
future? What is diversity? 
What is meant by social 
injustice? How do I tackle 
an unseen poem? 
 
 
Key terminology 
Illustrate, authorial intent, 
autonomy, persona, tone, 
colloquial, structure, 
visceral, semantic, 
identify, infer, analyse, 
describe, evaluate, 
explain, summarise. 

GCSE Text: - An Inspector Calls 
 
What influenced Priestley to write the play? What 
comments did Priestley make about gender, age and 
class? How does the play represent wider society. 
What is meant by responsibility? What changes 
happened between 1912 and 1945? Who are the 
Birlings and what are they like? 
 
 
Key terminology:  
Morality play, cyclical plot, Antithesis, Euphemism, 
Satire, Semantic Field, Mouthpiece, Socialism, 
Capitalism, Symbolism 

Skills 
 

Procedural 
Knowledge –  
‘Know How’ 

Confidently use reading 
skills (inference and 
deduction) to decipher 
meaning and message. 
 
Analyse  the way in which 
Shakespeare uses 
language and structure to 
develop plot, character or 
deliver a message to the 
audience.  

Understanding methods 
used in  various forms of 
media to express a 
message. 
 
Commenting on how 
messages are made, 
specifically through word 
choice and visual aids. 
 

Confidently use reading 
skills (inference and 
deduction) to decipher 
meaning and message. 
 
Analyse  the way in which 
Steinbeck uses language 
and structure to develop 
plot and character.  
 

Embedding knowledge of 
poetic devices from 
previous units.  
 
Confidently use reading 
skills (inference and 
deduction) to decipher 
meaning and message in 
poems. 
 

Analyse  the way in which Priestley uses language and 
structure to develop plot and character or deliver a 
message to the audience.  
 
Identify, with confidence, language and structural 
features and elements of stagecraft that contribute to 
meaning or reader’s understanding of the play.  
 
Demonstrate, through writing, understanding of what 
the play is about, including central themes,  and how 
Preistley has developed meaning.  
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Identify central themes 
and explain how and why 
they are present.  
 
Begin to plan effective 
responses to essay style 
questions and begin to 
write essays with linked 
ideas.  

Apply methods taught in 
this unit and in the Art of 
Rhetoric unit to their own 
writing.  

Identify, with confidence, 
language and  structural 
features that contribute 
to meaning or reader’s 
understanding of the 
novella. 
 
Identify central themes 
and track the way in 
which they are explored 
across the text.   
 
Plan effective responses 
to essay style questions 
and begin to write essays 
with linked ideas.  

Analyse  the way in which 
poets use language and 
structure to convey a 
message. 
 
Identify central themes 
and track the way in 
which they are explored 
across different poems.  
 

 
To answer a GCSE style essay question, closed book. 

Assessment Analytical Writing 
How are parent/child 
relationships presented in 
the play? 

Persuasive Writing Analytical Writing 
Having read of Mice and 
Men, a student said 
“Curley’s wife is a trouble-
maker who deserves no 
sympathy”. To what 
extent do you agree? 

Analytical Writing 
How does the poet 
explore racial 
discrimination in the 
poem ‘serve and Protect’? 
 

Analytical Writing Analytical Writing 
 

Literacy/Numeracy/ 
SMSC/Character 

Literacy Focus: 
Discourse markers and 
conjunctions to create 
clear analytical responses. 
 
 
SMSC/Character:  
Why is family important? 
How can love destroy 
relationships? How can 
our actions change the 
course of our future? Is it 
always appropriate to 
remain loyal? Is trust 
important? How should 
we deal with conflict?  
 

Literacy Focus:   
Visual literacy: 
interpreting meaning 
from images as well as 
text.  
 
SMSC/Character: 
How far should we go to 
have our voices heard? 
Why is it important to 
have an opinion? How do 
we deal with 
disagreement? What 
power do we have as 
individuals?  

Literacy Focus:  
Language of evaluation.  
 
SMSC/Character:  
Are relationships every 
truly equal? Should  we 
always be held 
responsible for our 
crimes? How does 
discrimation affect our 
lives? Is Lennie a 
monster?  
 

Literacy Focus:  
Planning and writing 
effective essay skills. 
Proofreading 
 
SMSC/Character:  
Should where you come 
from hinder your 
opportunities in life? 
What does it mean to be 
tolerant? How can power 
and authority be 
misused? How can we 
celebrate diversity? 

Literacy Focus:   
Effective essay structures, thesis statements, topic 
sentences, discourse markers and high level vocabulary 
choices. 
 
SMSC/Character:  
What is collective responsibility? Why is it important to 
have an opinion? How do we deal with disagreement? 
Should we be responsible for others? Why is 
community important?  
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Rationale & links to 
learning 

Due to the Autumn term 
being one of the longest, 
it was decided to teach 
this then to allow enough 
time to fully explore the 
play and its themes. 
 
Preparation for KS4 - 
reading, studying and 
writing critically about a 
whole text. 
 
 
 

An introduction to Media 
Studies at KS4 and Film 
Studies at KS5. 
 
Beginning to explore 
themes and ideas relevant 
to GCSE text studies as 
well as highlighting the 
power that words can 
have.  
 
These ideas will be 
continuously built on 
throughout the rest of 
Year 9.  

Preparation for KS4 - 
reading, studying and 
writing critically  about  a 
whole text. 
 
knowledge regarding 
issues of race and gender 
explored in various KS3 
units. 
 
Writing skills developed in 
this unit to be carried into 
GCSE study.  

Preparation for KS4 
literature paper 1 - poetry 
analysis.  
 
Transferring essay writing 
skills from novels/plays to 
poetry.  
 
Exploring themes relevant 
to GCSE study of Power 
and Conflict poetry.  
 
 

Set text  for KS4 literature paper 2.  
 
Improving analytical and writing  skills developed 
studying OMAM and protest poetry.  
 
Independent discovery and tracking of themes across 
the text. 
 
 

 


