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SHARING THE DETAIL AND THE BIGGER PICTURE WITH OUR COMMUNITY 

Today brings the end of a busy half term 
of Learning at Ridgeway. Year 11 and 
Year 13 are preparing for their 
examinations, with the support and 
guidance of expert staff working through 
model exam questions and online 
resources. The Study Support 
programme is operating well, with 
students taking up this period 6 and 
online tuition. For some vocational 
subjects, the real examination period has 
begun and we wish students well who are 
undertaking these currently. I want to 
take this opportunity to thank you for 
supporting our measures to raise 
standards. We are constantly trying to 
improve the education that we offer the 
students of our school and you are a 
fundamental part of that. 
  
Tomorrow we have the Alban Academies 
Trust Teaching & Learning Conference: A 
Vision for Learning. We all know the 
power of teamwork. Teamwork relies on 
people connecting with what they are 
doing, and where the collective outcomes 
are greater than the sum of individual 
parts. Learning is no different from 
teamwork. The power of learning comes 
from us being able to make the 
connections between things we are 
learning, and how we learn them. An 
example might be the student surgeon 
who is struggling to learn the anatomy of 
the Human Body. A powerful way of 
learning anatomy is to firstly understand 
the function of the part of the anatomy 
being studied. Take a foot and ankle. We 
know that these are there to support us 
and help us move. By knowing the 
function of the foot and ankle in detail 
means the surgeon can better remember 
all the moving and fixed parts, and 
consequently do their job better! So, our 
job, as teachers and adults supporting 
teaching, is to consistently evaluate how 
we are promoting learning so that 
students remember more and can do 
more with their knowledge and 
understanding. We look forward to 
working with colleagues from across the 
AAT.   
 
Well done to the cast, crew and all 
involved with RENT. Amazing 
performances from all and obviously an 
immense amount of work went into the 

Headteacher’s Message 

show. Everyone involved should feel very 
proud. I hope that the students who are 
participating in the Performing Arts trip to 
New York have a great time. 
 
I wish you and your families a healthy and 
enjoyable half term. 
  
Mrs S Mitcherson 
Headteacher 

To protect students and staff on site and 
control unplanned visitors to the school site, 
automated pedestrian and vehicle security 
gates were installed at the two entrances on 
Herns Lane. 
 
This is a reminder that parents/carers and 
other visitors will not be given access to the 
school site without a pre-booked 
appointment. 
 
We ask that pedestrians do not access the 
school site via the vehicle gate behind 
vehicles or via the pedestrian gate behind 
other people. 
 
Students arriving by car should be dropped 
safely outside school. There will be no 
vehicle access to the school site for parents 
and we would ask that you do not attend 
school to bring lunches or equipment that 
students have forgotten. 

Site Security 
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Two Year 11 students have achieved great success in 
Karate. Beatrix Smith (11A) did regional 
championships and came gold in kata and silver in 
kumite. Beatrix got Student of the Year for karate. 
Aimee Anderson (11A) got most improved student of 
2022. Since December Beatrix has become a green 
belt and is preparing for orange belt and likewise 
Aimee is a purple belt looking to become blue. 
Incredible achievements, well done. 

Ms S Syed 

Teacher of English 

Pupil Success 

Year 7 - Mrs M Tinker 
We are very excited to have so many Year 7s 
involved in Rent.  They have done extremely 
well.  The football girls made themselves proud in yet 
another tournament.  It is great to see Year 7 settling 
in and getting involved in activities around the 
school.  I am very proud of you.  
 
Year 8 - Mr R Nelson  
Well done for all of the Year 8 students that were 
involved in the school production of Rent - you were 
all amazing! A Huge congratulations to the Year 8 
football team, who beat our local rivals Stanborough 
School 3-2 in a thrilling game. Please enjoy the 
upcoming half term, taking the time to rest and 
recover, ready for the start of the Spring 2 term.  
 
Year 9 - Miss S Standage 
Year 9’s have been busy learning about their option 
choices for their GCSE and Vocational routes.  Some 
of these subjects like Sociology, Dance, 3D Design 
and Photography will be new to the students.  Please 
ensure you have booked your appointment with 
myself or a member of the Senior Leadership Team 
for the Tuesday 21st or Wednesday 22nd of February. 
   
Year 10 - Mr M Pring 
It has been nice to hear about some of the work 
experience placements students have secured for the 
summer term. For those students who are attending 
the Madrid Trip, special dispensation can be made to 
still attend work experience the week prior to the trip. 
If this is of interest, please contact Mr Pring directly. 
Students will also be told in assembly this week about 
the Year 10 Reward Trip to Snowdonia which will run 
at the end of the school year. Approximately 20 
students will be invited who have collated a large 
number of reward points and posted a high % of 
attendance. 
 
Year 11 - Mr D Tansley 
Year 11 have their PPE 2’s starting the week 
beginning the 27th Feb and core subject teachers are 
busy preparing their students for those assessments 
in both lessons and after school interventions. 
The whole cohort will be given a pack of revision tools 
to help revise for these exams in an assembly on 
Thursday 2nd February. 
The Rewards committee met last week and are now 
busy putting together the first stage of the yearbook. 
 
Sixth Form - Mrs N Picariello  
Year 12 are finishing their application letters for the 
Student Leadership team this week, ready for the 
interview process after half term. There is still time to 
get your letter to Mrs Picariello - this is an excellent 
opportunity to shape our school and build your CV at 
the same time. 
Year 13 are looking forward this week to their Leavers 
celebration!  Having missed out on Prom in Y11 we 
want to plan something special so get your ideas to 
Mrs Felton and Mrs Picariello. 

Head of Year News  

The school is currently recruiting for the following 
roles: 
 
Subject Leader for Computing and ICT 
Closing date:  9:00am Monday 20th February 2023 
Interview date:  Wednesday 22nd February 2023  
Start date:  Easter 2023 negotiable  
 
Science Technician  
Closing date:  9:00am Thursday 16th February 2023 
Interview date:  Wednesday 22nd February 2023  
Start date:  March 2023  
 
If you are or know someone who is a retired teacher 
and would like to work on a temporary supply basis 
(part or full time) directly with the school, we would be 
pleased to hear from you.  Please see contact details 
below. 
 
For more information visit:  
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/ 
 
Mrs K Biss  
Human Resources Officer 

School Vacancies 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/vacancies/
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Online Safety / Data Privacy 

The definition of online privacy is the level of privacy 
protection an individual has while connected to the 
Internet. It covers the amount of online security 
available for personal and financial data, 
communications, and preferences.  

 

How To Protect Your Online Privacy 

• Commit to sharing less online 

• Use strong, unique passwords and two-factor 
authentication 

• Tighten privacy settings for your online accounts 

• Purge unused mobile apps and browser 
extensions 

• Block search engines from tracking you 

• Browse online with a secure VPN 

Theme of the Week  

Period: 18th - 30th January 2023 
 
Name                          Year  House  

Lily Carder 10 Parks  

Conor Divers 10 Lytton  

Xander Burt 10 Mandela  

CJ McBride 10 Lytton  

Jack McMillan 10 Mandela  

Reuben Thompson 10 Parks  

Morgan Kane 10 Turing  

Olivia Mann 10 Lytton  

Callum Cubis 10 Mandela  

Liam Du Plessis 10 Parks  

Cameron Charlton 10 Anderson  

Annie Dykes 10 Lytton  

Ciaran Lewis 11 Anderson 

William Potter 11 Anderson  

Harley Ingham   8 Parks  

Alex Ferris 11 Anderson  

Libby Tanner   7 Anderson  

Jonathan Seeley 10 Lytton  

Lily Hall 10 Turing  

Joziah-Ray Mbangu   8 Anderson 

Top 20 House Point Winners 

Student of the Week 

 

Week commencing: 16th January 2023 - Year 9 

9A Lauren Hill 

9H Kya Finch 

9L Ella Goudge 

9M Nathan Baughan 

9P Honey Mae Tate 

9T Heather McDaid 

HOY  Ameera Hayhoe  

Headteacher Commendations 

Currently in the lead are Parks with 19508 points. 

 

House Points 

     Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16388 

Hawking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15214 

Lytton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17404 

Mandela 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17912 

Parks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19508 

Turing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16264 

Changing Lives Through a Love of Books and 

Reading 

To access your World Book Day token for a FREE 

book, please click   

https://www.worldbookday.com/

secondary-digital-token/ 

The tokens are marked as single-

use, and can only be used once 

by each student.   

TOKENS VALID: 16th February - 

26th March 2023 

World Book Day - 2
nd

 March 2023  

https://www.worldbookday.com/secondary-digital-token/
https://www.worldbookday.com/secondary-digital-token/
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History 
In History at Ridgeway we take a chronological sweep 
through time from the Anglo Saxons at the start of 
Year 7 right up to 20th Century History in Year 9, and 
then specialise at GCSE and A Level. 
 
Year 7 are currently learning about life in Norman 
England, after their study of the Norman Conquest 
before Christmas and exploring how the shift in power 
to the Norman monarchs impacted life for ordinary 
people. 
 
Year 8 are studying the French Revolution, and 
exploring how events in France impact the rest of the 
world. This will lead into their study of Empire and 
Enslavement after half term. 
 
Year 9 have just had their Holocaust Education day, 
where they were off 
timetable having 
lessons designed by the 
UCL Holocaust 
Education Trust looking 
at the stories of people 
affected by the 
Holocaust. They were 
then privileged to be 
joined by Susan 
Pollack, a Holocaust 
survivor, who shared 

Subject Focus 

her experiences and answered questions from the 
students.  This is a very challenging subject for 
students to learn about, and Year 9 were excellent in 
their engagement during the day. 
 
At GCSE we are starting our study of Weimar 
Germany with Year 10 and completing our GCSE 
course with Early Elizabethan England in Year 
11.  This is our last topic for GCSE and students are 
enjoying the change of pace and content after the 
Cold War. 
 
 
Mrs N Picariello 
Head of History 
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www.add-vance.org 
ADD-vance is a dedicated group of professionals, 
who also happen to be parents of children affected by 
ADHD and/or Autism. Our mission is to support the 
families of children affected by these conditions and 
the professionals involved in their care. We want to 
increase understanding, provide support, and change 
perceptions of these complex neurological conditions, 
so as to improve the wellbeing and reduce the social 
isolation of these young people and their families. 
 
www.angelssupportgroup.org.uk  
Angels is an experience-led charity, based in 
Hertfordshire, which provides individualised, 
professional expertise and advice. We work alongside 
parents to build understanding and to empower them 
to hear their child’s voice. Our key aim is to maximise 
the individual potential of each child and young 
person.  
 
www.spaceherts.org.uk  
Space is an award-winning Hertfordshire based 
charity supporting families of children and young 
people who are on the Autistic Spectrum (ASD), have 
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) or 
other neurodiverse conditions.  
 
www.spectrumgaming.net  
Spectrum Gaming is an online community for autistic 
young people which has three main intended 
outcomes:  
1) Building Friendships  
2) Increasing Self-Acceptance  
3) Advocacy  
 
Further Resources can be found here: 
Mental Health & Wellbeing Information 

Neurodiverse Support Organisations 

http://www.add-vance.org
http://www.angelssupportgroup.org.uk
http://www.spaceherts.org.uk
http://www.spectrumgaming.net
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/WGCH-Newsletter-Feb-2023_RWA-3.pdf
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Below are the School Menus for the second half of Spring term and the Summer term. Click below to enlarge. 

School Dinners 

https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Slide2.png
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Slide1.png
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Ridgeway-Streateries-Tariff.pdf
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Slide3.png
https://ridgeway.herts.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Slide4.png
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A-Z Basketball 
J4K Goalkeeper Camp  
We are pleased to be hosting a goalkeeper course 
run by Just for Keepers Bedfordshire in the upcoming 
half term. 
 
Monday 13th February 2023 
10:00am-14:00pm 
Ridgeway Academy, WGC 
£25 for the day (discount for Welwyn Garden City 
Youth FC keepers) 
 
For full details and to book please visit: 
https://j4kcoaching.class4kids.co.uk/camp/37  
  

Barracudas  
We’re delighted to be hosting Barracudas this 
February half term. 

  
Mr R Goodship 
Sports Centre Manager 

Sports Centre News 

https://j4kcoaching.class4kids.co.uk/camp/37
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

 
 

SPRING TERM 2023 
 
 
Thursday 9

th
 February     Inset Day (school closed to students)  

 
Friday 10

th
 February     Inset Day (school closed to students)  

 
Monday 13

th
 to Friday 17

th
 February Half Term 

 
Friday 31

st
 March     Last Day of Term 

 
 
 
 

SUMMER TERM 2023 
 
 
Monday 17

th
 April      Start of Term 

 
Monday 8

th
 May     Bank Holiday 

 
Monday 29

th
 May to Friday 2

nd
 June Half Term 

  
Thursday 20

th
 July     Inset Day (school closed to students)  

 
Friday 21

st
 July      Inset Day (school closed to students)  

 
Wednesday 19th July    Last Day of Term 


